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The Chadbourne
Family Association
is Formed
Preceded by years of independent research by many
individual Chadbournes and Chadbourne descendants,
the several Chadbournes most active in genealogy
recently agreed to pool their work and contribute their
efforts.
Supported by letter from Nancy Chadbourne Maze,
several of them agreed to meet with Ted and Kay
Chadbourne in Bethel, Maine on October 3, 1982. Ted
Chadbourne and George F. Sanborn, Jr. reported that
their research indicated that the "Chadbourne-
Chadbourn Genealogy" by William M. Emery in 1904
was too incomplete and inaccurate to be up-dated by
an appendix or corrections.
They agreed a new genealogy volume would be
required to contain the collected information.

A New Chadbourne Genealogy
Is the Goal

For the final researching and publishing of a new
Chadbourne Genealogy, these volunteer researchers
agreed that all Chadbournes and other family
members must be invited to contribute background
family information and lend subsequent interest in
making this volume available as a significant family
resource.

"The Pied Cow" Newsletter
Further, they agreed that a newsletter, now entitled
"The Pied Cow," would be essential for reporting the
discoveries and progress of the teams of volunteers
and maintaining the spirit of the effort.

A Chadbourne Family
Convocation in 1984
In addition, they agreed that a Chadbourne Family
Convocation to be held in the summer of 1984,
celebrating the 350th anniversary of the arrival in the
"Pied Cow" of the first Chadbournes on these

shores, might well be the capstone of the whole effort.
For it could now be held close to the site of the
original settlement, at Strawbery Banke, that outdoor
museum and restored village in Portsmouth, N.H.
Invited scholars would present a program on history
and the Chadbourne Family. There will be ample
opportunities to visit the scenes of our forebears.

Prominent Genealogist is
Chadbourne Descendant
The nucleus of the Chadbourne Family group
developing these ideas includes the prominent
genealogist George F. Sanborn, Jr., of Center Harbor,
N.H., Linda M. Hanscom of South Portland, Maine,
Earle Ahlquist of Scarborough, Maine, Thomas L.
Eschweiler of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Ted
Chadbourne of Bethel, Maine.
Represented by prior discussion and correspondence
were Nancy C. Maze, of Peru, Illinois, the "spark
plug" of interest for many, John C. Chadbourne of
Rochester, N.Y., and Leonard Chadbourne of
Assonet, Massachusetts. All these people are
Chadbourne descendants and dedicated to preserving
the history of our family.

Ted, Kay, and Dori Chadbourne host Chadbourne Family
Association Planning Committee. Gabi Eschweiler, Earle and
Betty Ahlquist, Ted and Dori Chadbourne, Tom Eschweiler,
George F. Sanborn, Jr., and Linda M. Hanscom. Photograph taken
by Kay Chadbourne.



The History and Development
of The

Chadbourne Family Association
In the DR. THOMAS CHADBOURNE, of Concord, N.H. began the first Chadbourne genealogy.
1850s

In 1853 ENOCH CHASE of Boston, 2nd cousin to Dr. Thomas Chadbourne, began the first Chadbourne Chart
which was published in the 1859 New England Historical and Genealogical Register.

In 1904 WILLIAM M. EMERY of New Bedford, Massachusetts published a Chadbourne-Chadbourn
Genealogy. Since that time many Chadbournes have been correcting and updating his work. He died
in New Bedford, Massachusetts in 1951.

In 1929 ROBERT F. WOOD of Washington, D.C. placed corrections to Emery's Genealogy in nine different
genealogical libraries.

In 1943 ROBERT F. WOOD published corrections to Emery's Genealogy in the National Genealogical
Society Quarterly, June 1943, Vol. XXXI, No. 2, Washington, D.C.

In 1949 ROBERT F. WOOD and WILLIAM M. EMERY were corresponding with each other about corrections
to the Emery Genealogy, and were in touch with WILLIAM M. CHADBOURNE.

In 1950 FRED B. CHADBOURNE of Farmington, Maine and New York City extended the numbering system.
He identified 300 heads of families and over 500 individual males. FRED B. CHADBOURNE drafted a
letter to all of those Chadbournes, but he died in 1959 before the letters were mailed.

In 1955 HENRY WILMOT CHADBOURNE, who had corresponded with Emery, placed his corrections and an
addit ional 59 names in the Mew England Historic and Genealogical Society in Boston, Massachusetts.

In 1957 R. O. WILSON from Stamford, Connecticut decided to help his wife, Kay, join the DAR. The Wilsons
became very involved in Chadbourne visiting and researching. They were in contact with ROBERT F.
WOOD, FRED B. CHADBOURNE, HENRY R. CHADBOURNE of Hopkinton, Massachusetts,
EDGAR  L. CHADBOURNE of Boston, Massachusetts, and undoubtedly many others. WILSON drew
a Chadbourne-Chadbourn Genealogical Chart with some 100 names. WILSON was then transferred
to England for five years. While there he and Kay looked up English Chadbourne connections.  R.O.
WILSON died in 1965 leaving his dream to publish a Chadbourne Genealogy unfulfilled. Kay was
recently located in Arizona through her DAR membership! She has agreed to the use of Rene’s re-
search papers for the newly proposed Chadbourne Genealogy.

In 1968 ROBERT F. WOOD died in Gilroy, California. It is believed that his Chadbourne research papers went
to R.O. WILSON.

In October The Chadbourne Family Association was organized in Bethel, Maine. Ted, Kay, & Dori Chadbourne,
     1982      Linda M. Hanscom, George F. Sanborn, Jr., Betty and Earle Ahlquist, Gabi and Tom Eschweiler participated.

In January Linda M. Hanscom and Atty. James Bowie, a Chadbourne cousin-in-law, drew up a legal Chadbourne
1983 Family Association document to establish the Chadbourne Family Association as a non-profit corpora-

tion in the State of Maine.

On July "The First National Conference for Genealogists in the Northeast" will take place in Hartford, Connec-
12-16 ticut. It is hoped that some "Chadbourne Cousins" interested in furthering the Chadbourne
1983 Genealogy, Chadbourne Newsletter, and Chadbourne Convocation will attend. Registration is

$65.00. Very interesting tours and lectures are planned. One of the speakers will be our own George F.
Sanborn Jr. For more information contact: Hartford '83, P.O. Box 758, Glastonbury, CT 06033.
203-633-4203.

In July The Chadbourne Family Convocation will be held in Strawbery Banke, Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
1984 and environs. Date to be announced in the next newsletter.



Genealogical Notes Your Genealogical
Contribution is Needed
Supportive data, family histories and input requested
While the genealogical researchers, Ted Chadbourne and
George F. Sanborn, Jr., have compiled a great deal of
information, they do need all the supportive data and family
histories that you may have. Although possibly fragmentary,
your information may be unique, and either supportive of other
findings, or corrective of earlier assumptions. They hope that,
by requesting your input now, they will be able to avoid the
errors that knowledgeable people usually wish to correct after a
book is published.
Information may be in a variety of forms.

One example might be your family tree, with as much data as
you may easily have at hand. Another would be biographical
data on any or more members of the family that would
possibly be significant for a work of this sort. And another
might be written description of the prowess, the
accomplishments, or the careers of earlier members of the
Chadbourne family, where these persons were outstanding or
accomplished, talented, or just ordinary folk.
Photographs are interesting and would be welcomed, but
probably could not be included in the published volume
because of the expense involved.
Unless otherwise requested, your donated information will be
retained as part of the Association files which will eventually
be deposited at an archive or genealogical research library for
future generations.
In any case, we need information on your own immediate
family and relatives for the new genealogy. We need not only
full names and dates and places of birth, marriage, death,
divorce, and burial, but details concerning education, military
service, public and political offices held, talents, and
accomplishments, and places of residence.
Please send us your own data, and what you know about others
in your branch of the family. And please send us the names
and addresses of everyone you know to be related to you who
are Chadbourne descendants.

"The Pied Cow" in Cow Cove
There is a tiny cove along the riverbank called "Cow
Cove". It is very unimpressive, especially if seen at low
tide. But it was here that the first cows were landed in
Maine from a tiny Danish vessel called the Pied Cow.
The same ship also brought in parts for a sawmill which
was constructed about a mile upriver from the site. This
all happened in the 1630s. You ponder this, then look at
the cove which looks barely large enough for a rowboat
and wonder about what sort of seamen those early sailors
were to dare the rough Atlantic in their tiny craft.
(from Maine Parks Campgrounds and Historic Sites

 by Victor A. Schlich.
Copyright 1974- J. Weston Walch, Publisher
Portland, Maine 04104)

Until the 19th Century, English spelling was not standardized,
meaning that anyone could spell anything - including names
-any way they wished. This puzzles people living today who
are used to thinking that there is a "correct" way to spell a
word, and that a name spelled differently means that the people
came from different families. This is not necessarily so. Town
clerks and other scribes, often recording the names of
newcomers to an area and thus unacquainted with them,
frequently came up with some strange spellings as they tried to
reproduce rapidly spoken names unfamiliar to their ears. The
settlers, often having spotty education, if any at all, could not
really advise their listeners how to spell their names. Hence,
local officials often unwittingly "branded" stray Chadbournes
with modified spellings of their name which, in many cases,
stuck!
So it is not surprising that we have CHADBOURN,
CHADBORN, CHADBURNE, CHADBURN. It may be more
surprising to some that CHATBURN, and variations with a "t"
are also our people. And most will be very surprised that our
name appears in records frequently as CHATMAN,
CHATBON, and CHADMON. There is one instance of a
SHADBURN and of course CHADBUN is a predictable
variation in northern New England, reflecting our local
pronunciation. Variations on the theme just make the score all
the more interesting!

"Spelling of the Name"

"On Crests and Coats-of-Arms"

George F. Sanborn, Jr.
Editor

CHADBOURNE GENEALOGY

Most Americans do not understand the proper use of crests and
coats -of-arms, not to mention Scottish tartans (which do not
concern us here as the Chadbournes were English). It is
erroneously presumed by most people unfamiliar with heraldry
that anyone bearing the same name as that on a crest or
coat-of-arms has a right to display and use that crest and
coat-of-arms. This is a false assumption, and mis-use of these
devices is a serious matter.
In order to be entitled to use or claim a crest or coat-of-arms,
one must be able to prove that he or she is a descendant, in
direct line, from an individual to whom said crest or
coat-of-arms was granted. Descendants of his brother, uncle,
first cousin, or other person bearing the name, are not, under
any circumstances, eligible.
There is a very attractive Chadborn crest and coat-of-arms, but
no evidence that we have any right to use them.
The College of Heralds in England will make a search, for a
fee, to see whether such records exist regarding immigrants to
our shores, but they must have fairly full data respecting the
immigrant, his place of origin in England, and one or two
generations of his English ancestry. People to whom crests and
arms were granted, for loyalty and service or through
influence, were required to file pedigrees, which usually cover
some five generations in the male lines. If these are recorded,
they are of great genealogical interest. However, they may not
be infallible, and caution in their use is advised.
Many bogus claims to crests and arms have been made, but
these should not be confused with the comparatively rare, but
legal and possible, practice of paying to have crests and arms
created, granted and registered! For a fee, one may pay the
College of Heralds to design and bestow a crest and arms on
the payer! Who says that only Americans are enterprising?!



Later came other notable Chadbournes, including one
legendary 18th century family of gigantic size and strength
known all over New England for their capacity for eating,
drinking and working. The tale is still told of how James
and Daniel Chadbourne, while building a sawmill, and
lacking. other motive power, picked up a 30-foot,
18-inch-square beam and set it up on the supports.

Sturdy, obviously, is the word for Chadbournes. As sturdy
as the tall, straight pines of Maine that gave them their
livelihood.
The tradition lives on. A tenth-generation Chadbourne,
Philip, like his forebears, operates a lumber mill and
maintains forestland 100 miles north of Kittery, where it all
began. And his sons are active in the business.
It wasn't in Capt. Mason's contract, but it might well have
been, as the centuries have proved: "use the trees, but
wisely, and think to the future, that there may always be
trees for those to come."

2Recent research indicts he may have been too young to do this.

Man and the American Forest. from Green America, a
quarterly publication of the American Forest Institute. Published
in the summer of 1974

To Identify Chadbournes
   While  William M. Emery's book  identified
fewer than 303 Chadbournes, your
Associations' files cover about 1200,-past and
present. Current research has turned up about
500 Chadbourne names, but we are sure that
there are more than 500 Chadbourne
descendants with other surnames whom we also
need to locate.
Your, volunteer help in identifying the names
and addresses of these people is vital to
broadening our base of support and ensuring,
the success of this large undertaking.

To Organize and Process
Chadbournes
Other volunteers are needed to help the Associ-
ation in organizing and processing the
information that we are receiving daily. And if
you have accumulated genealogical information
on some of your Chadbourne relatives and their
families, we urge you to write to us, describing
what you have and indicating how you would
make it available. Our address is:

Volunteers Are Needed

Humphrey Chadbourne,2 like his father a carpenter, and a
prominent Maine pioneer, built the famous "Great House"
at Strawberry Bank, which was first a defense against
Indians, then a trading post. The site, just across the
Piscataqua River, later became the nucleus of Portsmouth,
New Hampshire. Humphrey had extensive farmlands and
forestlands, logging camps and sawmills. He died a rich
man.

'Recent research indicates Tamworth, Warwickshire.

Three hundred and forty years ago the good ship  Pied Cow
landed near Kittery, at the southern tip of what was to be
the State of Maine. The vessel brought from England,
among other colonists, one William Chadbourne, a
carpenter from Devonshire1. Chadbourne and two other
artisans skilled in woodworking were there because they
had contracted with the English proprietor of Piscataqua
Plantation to live on his land and improve it, specifically to
build a sawmill and a corn mill.
This was the genesis of what was probably America's first
sawmill, and the opening chapter of the long, interwoven
story of the Maine forests and the Chadbourne family. As
we shall see, both are still going strong.
The Chadbourne epic began in 1633 with the contract,
explicit yet demonstrating mutual trust and respect.
Fortunately it has survived. It was drawn between Capt.
John Mason of London, the landowner (who had received
his substantial grant from King Charles I) and the three
carpenters: Chadbourne, James Wall and John Goddard.
The three agreed to work for Mason for five years during
which time each had the use of 10 acres for an annual rent
of a bushel of corn, to be paid "yearely at the ffeast of
Sainct Michael Tharchungell." At the end of the
five-year-term, they would be their own men. Each would
be entitled to 40 more acres, and for the whole 50, he would
pay Mason or his heirs three bushels of corn a year.
During the five years, they were to "fell and cutt tymber
and make and build hawses, mills and other things" -
including the sawmill, "which shall be made and sett upp
in good sufficient and workman like sorte and manner."
There was an abundance of pine to provide timber for the
mill, but Mason agreed to supply "all iron worke that shall
be fitting thereto."
Chadbourne, Wall and Goddard in due course built, on the
Great Works River, near Kittery, a water-powered mill
with 22 up and down saws.
As they agreed in the contract, they "used and emploved
the mill for the most benefit, comoditie and advantage" of
John Mason.
He did his part too: the men were to be allowed to keep
three fourths of the output of the sawmill and of the timber
they felled on Mason's plantation, "whereof a just accompt
shall be from tyme to tyme kept and made to the said John
Mason, his agents or assignes."
Capt. Mason did not live out the five-year term, but the
men in Maine honored the contract. In 1652, James Wall,
in a deposition, recalled how, 18 years before, they "did
build upp at the fall there (called by the Indian name of
Ashbenbedick) for the use of Captaine Mason and our
selves, one sawe mill and one stampinge mill for corne . . .
And we has peaceable and quite possession of that lande
for the use of Camptaine Mason afforesaide."

After 11 Generations, the Chadbournes & Their Trees Are
Still Going Strong.

The Chadbourne family, from this beginning, was off and
running. William, his son Humphrey, and numerous
descendants depended on the forest for their livelihood,
mostly in Maine, though some branched out to the South
and West.

The Chadbourne Family Association
Box 907 Chadbourne's Ridge
North Waterborough, Maine 04061


