
George Langlais is a Director-at-
Large to the Exec. Board. He serves as
liaison to the Archaeological Project
excavating the site of the Humphrey
Chadbourne home and mill- site in
South Berwick, Maine. George has par-
ticipated in the Dig every year since
1996. The Archaeological Dig is co-
sponsored by the Old Berwick Histori-
cal Society and The Chadbourne Fami-
ly Association. It is directed annually

by Archaeologist/History Professor
Emerson “Tad” Baker.

By George Langlais

I
feel that I should begin by intro-
ducing myself genealogically;
that is, to those of you who don’t
know me well. I descend from

two families that were greatly affected

A
bout fifty Chads gathered
on Saturday, October 19,
2002 to enjoy the 18th
Annual Reunion. Though

the weather was brisk, it was a beauti-
ful briskness as many of us met at the
landing in Portsmouth, NH to tour the
Piscataqua area. CFA Executive Board
member George Langlais supplement-
ed the Captain’s commentary as we
cruised up the river. Though we
weren’t able to proceed as far as Cow
Cove where the Pied Cow first landed
in 1634, we did get a remarkable sense
of the Piscataqua area as first seen from
the bow of a ship.

While many members were brav-
ing the cool breezes onboard the vessel
other CFA reunion attendees were tak-
ing a walking tour of Strawbery Banke
living history museum. Past President
Roger Chadbourne acted as guide

along with a museum docent. Just be-
yond the museum’s gift shop was a
marker for the acknowledged site of
the Great House, said to be constructed
by William and Humphrey Chad-
bourne in the early 1600s.

Reunion attendees convened Sat-
urday evening at Spring Hill Lodge in
South Berwick for a lovely evening
meal. Spring Hill Lodge overlooks
scenic Knight’s Pond which on the ear-
liest town maps was called Chad-
bournes’ Pond. In keeping with the
special location, a few members of the
CFA Executive Board read from some
old accounts of earlier times in the
South Berwick area. Kitty excerpted a
few paragraphs from Judge Benjamin
Chadbourne, #64 (1718-1799) account
of “A Description of the Town of
Berwick, 1793.” Herbie Geiler read
from “Recollections of South

Berwick” by John Lord Hayes, 1884.
John Lord Hayes is possibly the great-
grandson of Elder Humphrey Chad-
bourne, #63. The two accounts identi-
fied South Berwick times about one
hundred years apart. The Judge Ben-
jamin Chadbourne article had been
reprinted in The Pied Cow, issues #4 &
12. The John Lord Hayes account is
reprinted in this issue.

Sunday, October 20, the member-
ship gathered at The Counting House,
headquarters for The Old Berwick His-
torical Society, South Berwick, Maine.
We gathered in the upstairs ballroom
after viewing the artifacts from the
Humphrey Chadbourne Archaeologi-
cal Project in the Society’s first floor
museum. 

The morning agenda included the
General Assembly Meeting comprised
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Reported by Pam Ritter, Membership Chairman

M
embership in the CFA is open to all
descendants of William Chad-
bourne, immigrant from England to
the Piscataqua River area in 1634.

Membership is also open to descendants’ spouses or
other interested persons. This includes others who as
yet remained unlinked to William Chadbourne or are
interested in preserving family as related to the
Chadbournes.

Annual dues, payable in U.S. currency, are
$10/individual, $15/family, and $100/ a lifetime,
one- time payment. Membership runs from July 1 to
June 30. Your mailing label will denote when mem-
bership expires. Donations are welcome and can be
designated to research, publications, reunion or con-
servation dig. They may also be designated as a
memorial.

Because we want to maintain the privacy of the
individual members, we have never succumbed to
publishing or distributing membership lists. The
Chadbourne Family Association is a non-profit fam-
ily organization that is solely run by volunteers.

The following members’ mail has been returned
to us. If any member knows of a new address for
these members or has any other data, please notify: 

The CFA, c/o Kitty Chadbourne
50 Stockholm Drive
Cumberland Ctr, ME 04021

Nadine Chadbourne 1717 Quncey Lane,
Fairfield, CA 94533-2936

Gertrude Henderson 2350 Redwood Rd. #318,
Napa, CA 94558

David W. Webster 2631 - A- NE Union Rd
#153, Kansas City, MO 64119-2512

William Conrad Chadbourne 1455 Superior Ave
#230, Newport Beach, CA 92663-6109

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
& DUES POLICY

2002-2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Nominees presented for election for the 2002-3 Board of 
Directors were unanimously elected, and are as follows:

PRESIDENT: Howard Kaepplein, 33 Jacobs Gate Rd, Harvard,
MA 01451 978-456-3637 Howard.K@galaxypwr.com

1ST VICE-PRES/WEBMASTER/MEMBERSHIP RECORDER:
Herbie Geiler, 17 Green St, Somersworth, NH 03878 
603-692-5437 herbiewg@aol.com

2ND VICE-PRES./TREASURER/CLERK & FINANCE CHAIR:
Rick Morgan, 5257 Big Hollow Rd, Starksboro, VT 05487 
802-434-6631 rickmvt@adelphia.net

TEMP. TREASURERS ASST: Linda Hanscom, 265 Chadbourne
Ridge Rd, N Waterboro, ME 04061 207-247- 3123

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/SECRETARY: Steve Skoropowski, 
23 Frontage Rd. Andover, MA 01810 508-749-3347 
sskoropowski@vicr.com

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/LIAISON TO DIG: George Langlais, 
367 North St, Georgetown, MA 01833 978-352-8559 
georlang@msn.com

GENEALOGIST: Toby Hurley, 2409 Willow View Way, Sandy, 
UT 84092 801-553-1573 tjhurley1@earthlink.net

APPOINTED TO THE BOARD:
Auditor: Martha H. Giles, 79 Bramhall St. #2C, Portland, ME
04102 207-773-1224 mlhwg00@aol.com

Ed. & Pub. Chair: Herbie Geiler

Pied Cow Pub. Chair: Kitty A Chadbourne, 50 Stockholm Dr,
Cumberland Ctr, ME 04021 207-829-6384 kitsc@yahoo.com

Reunion Chairman: Arlene Verity, 502 Indian Head Rd., Hanson,
MA 02341 781-294-8603 avcwdancer@attbi.com

Director-at-Large/Membership Development Chair: John E Wood
Jr, 135 Columbia St. Cornell, NY 04830 607-962-0527 
dconsult@stny.rr.com

Director-at-Large/Genealogical Research Chair: Ted Chadbourne,
50 Stockholm Dr, Cumberland Ctr, ME 04021 207-829-684
Tchadbourne@MBA1959.hbs.edu

Director-at-Large/Chad’s Store: Carol C Mitchell 968 Hudson Rd,
Concord, VT 05824 802-748-4340 carolm@kingcon.com

English Roots Research Chair: George F. Sanborn Jr, 24 Thornton
St, Derry, NH 03038 FAX 603-437-1808 seorasog@attbi.com

The Chadbourne Website: www.CHADBOURNE.org

Chadbourne Archaeological Website:
www.salem.mass.edu/~ebaker/chadbourne.htm

Quarterly Board meetings: Saturday, January 18, April 26, July
19, 10 a.m., Saturdays, OBHS, South Berwick, Maine. Board
members unable to attend are asked to be available for conference
calls or otherwise report to President Kaepplein. 



P
rior to the opening of the
business meeting, Reunion
Chair, Arlene Verity led a dis-
cussion on ideas for future

reunions. It was pointed out that in
recent years regional reunions have not
been held because no one has come
forward to organize them.

President Ted Chadbourne, after
recognizing past officers, called the
meeting to order. Minutes from the
2001 General Assembly Meeting were
accepted as printed in the last issue of
The Pied Cow. Treasurer Rick Morgan
explained the difference between the
accrual and cash methods of presenting
our finances. His audited report was ac-
cepted. Rick also read a letter received
from The Old Berwick Historical Soci-
ety thanking The Chadbourne Family
Association for the $1,000 donation
designated for the conservation of arti-
facts found at the dig. This donation
represents two years of our previous
commitment of $500 per year for five
years or for as long as the dig contin-
ues. Motion was made, seconded, and
unanimously agreed to continue the
CFA support of the annual $500 contri-
bution for the conservation of artifacts
until 2004, to be reviewed subject to
the dig’s continuation.

Howard Kaepplein reported that
1,070 CD-ROMs were originally pro-
duced, with 320 sold to date. We will
recover our costs when 450 are sold.
He suggests more aggressive market-
ing. The shelf life of a CD-ROM is
about twenty years but the information
contained on them is forever valuable.

Kitty Chadbourne, as editor of The
Pied Cow, acknowledged the much ap-
preciated help of Jack and Nancy
Chadbourne in the newsletter distribu-
tion. She explained the process of com-
piling the data for the newsletter, set-up

and formatting, followed by printing
and finally stuffing envelopes, attach-
ing labels, stamps and delivering to the
post office. Volunteers to help in these
different aspects are always welcome.

It was voted to hold our 20th An-
niversary, 2004 Reunion (but our 21st
gathering) centered in South Berwick
during the summer, with an attempt to
have it coincide with the dig, possibly
August 20-22. The Reunion Commit-
tee will have the authority to adjust the
dates as needed.

It was voted to hold our 2003 Re-
union (our 20th gathering) on October
18, 19 at Salmon Falls Country Club,
Hollis, Maine with part of the program
to be at the Counting House in South
Berwick. More details will follow in
The Pied Cow.

Pam Ritter, Membership Commit-
tee Chair, asked to be relieved of those
duties for next year but agreed to serve
on the Reunion Committee.

Ted, Geneological Research Com-
mittee Chair, reported the committee
has been inactive since the death of
Elaine Bacon. Members agreeing to
serve on that committee are Gay
Spencer (specializing in Spencer re-
search), Toby Hurley, and Herbie Geil-

er, (specializing in Goodwin research).
Herbie Geiler, Webmaster, report-

ed that Favorite Genealogy Websites
ranked our website 18th of 105 sites.

Howard Kaepplein, Editorial &
Publications Chair, reported that pro-
duction of the print supplement to the
book has stalled. As it stands now,
Deborah Chadbourne, book and CD-
ROM editor, continues to enter all new
material and corrections to the 1994
book edition. There have been chal-
lenges over a format. Ultimately the
print supplement will be sized compat-
ibly with the hard-bound book and will
contain all up-to-date information on
the Chadbourne Family Genealogy.

Toby Hurley was introduced as the
nominee for Genealogist. Toby lives in
Sandy, Utah, with her husband, Jim.
The kids are out of the house now, but
the pets are still homebodies. Toby has
two descents from William Chad-
bourne and is very proficient with on-
line work. She spent time in Tamworth,
England earlier in the year where she
located a copy of the hardbound ge-
nealogy published by the CFA in 1994.
Toby works with the Utah State DAR
in the genealogy section.

—Steve Skoropowski, Secretary
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General Assembly Meeting Report, October 20, 2002

Reunion Dates
OCTOBER 18, 19, 2003
At Salmon Falls Restaurant, Motel & Golf Club, Hollis, Maine. Located on the
Saco River, with a full golf course, the motel and restaurant is wheelchair acces-
sible. Rooms at the motel need to be reserved early. The mailing address is
Salmon Falls CC, PO Box 36, Bar Mills, ME 04004 (207-929-5233 or 800- 734-
1616). More information will follow in the next issue.

AUGUST 20,21,22, 2004
The CFA 20th Anniversary. This Reunion will center in the South Berwick,
Maine area. The Reunion Committee will have the authority to adjust the dates as
needed. It is hoped these dates will complement the Archaeological Dig. To enter
into planning and discussion for this big reunion, contact Arlene Verity or Howard
Kaepplein. Look for more details in the upcoming newsletters. 



by the Indian raids. Through my moth-
er Elsie Chadbourne, I share a heritage
with most everyone in this audience of
descent from William Chadbourne
through his son Humphrey. Through
my father, Henri Langlais, I descend
from a family whose father and mother
were killed in the raid at Quinsigmond,
New England. The children were car-
ried to Quebec, and my ancestor was
raised as Louis Philippe Anglais de
Natim. This family became well
known throughout the Province of
Quebec and played a significant role in
the history of New France. I explain
this so that you may have a better
understanding of where my feelings
are coming from.

The detailed stories of many of the
European explorations that I have read
always attempts on both sides to show
signs of peace and a willingness to
trade. The Indians desired any and all
iron implements and pieces of colorful
cloth. They were willing to trade fur,
which was desirable by Europeans.
Unfortunately many of the peaceful
meetings ended in the taking of cap-
tives to be sold as slaves in the Euro-
pean open markets. 

In this vain I would like to com-
ment on the article presented to us by
Kitty Chadbourne at last night’s read-
ing. She read from Judge Benjamin
Chadbourne’s “Description of the
Town of Berwick, 1791.”

“[The local Indians] were very
dangerous in time of war, and
troublesome in time of peace, for
as soon as the wars were over,
they used to come down among
us, with their families and dogs,
and pitched their tents in a low
piece of ground just above my
mill pond. Their stay was some-
times long and sometimes short,

but went backwards and for-
wards a considerable part of the
summer season.

“They were acquainted with the
Inhabitants and the Inhabitants
with them, and called them by
their names, as they could all
speak English. The women spent
their time going from house to
house begging, the men in trad-
ing, buying, promising to pay,
but seldom performed. When
they could procure liquor they
got drunk, would lie down and
sleep ’til they got sober, then up
and at it again. Their dogs were
generally under good discipline,
but the pain of hunger often
obliged them to allay it with
killing fowls and other creatures
belonging to the Inhabitants.
Taking them and their dogs to-
gether, they were very disagree-
able neighbors. These circum-
stances are all within my remem-
brance.”

It becomes clear here that Judge
Benjamin was perturbed by the Indians
returning in greater numbers to the land
that Humphrey Chadbourne had pur-
chased from the Indians. 

I’d like to quote from John Fiske’s
New France and New England: 

“The red man’s notion of owner-
ship and transfer of real estate
were in a hopelessly different
stage of evolution from those of
the white man. To an Indian the
selling of a territory meant little
more than granting permission
to catch fish and game upon it,
or to pass through it for whatev-
er purpose. The Indians had not
arrived at the point where the
sale of an estate conveys to the
vendee the right to exclude the

vendor. Father Rales suggested
that no sale of land by a sachem
could be other than void because
the land was the property of the
clan, and must be kept in trust
for the children of the clan.” 

Before discussing the archaeologi-
cal dig of the Humphrey Chadbourne
home and mill site of 2002, I would
like to take a minute to give some his-
torical background on bringing Chad-
bourne to New England. 

In the early 1600s, it was the law of
the land that explorers could claim all
that they saw for their mother country.
By the early 17th century explorers
from every major European country
had discovered a part of the New World
and had laid claim to vast regions for
their king. These claims were often
greatly overlapping in many regions.

In 1620, King James constituted a
Council of 40. They were charged as
“the council established at Plymouth,
in the County of Devon, for the plant-
ing, ruling and governing of New Eng-
land of America.” Two of the most ac-
tive members of this Council were Sir
Ferdinando Gorges and Captain John
Mason. Gorges, an officer in the Navy
of Queen Elizabeth’s, became the Pres-
ident of the Council. John Mason was a
merchant of London and a sailor.

Among other grants Captain John
Mason obtained from the Plymouth
Council was “the land situated on both
sides of the harbor and River Pis-
cataqua, to the extent of five miles
westward by the seacoast, then to cross
over towards the other plantation in the
hands of Edward Hilton.” The whole
interest was divided into two parts and
Captain Walter Neal was appointed
agent for the lower plantation. With
Neal were associated Ambrose Gib-
bons, George Vaughn, Thomas Waner-
ton, Humphrey Chadbourne, and Ed-
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DIG, continued from page 1

See DIG 2, page 5



ward Godfrey, as Superintendents of
trade, fishing, salt-making, building
and husbandry. A primary trade prod-
uct was cod. It should be remembered
that Great Britain had one hundred and
fifty fast days a year.

It is important background infor-
mation as we start to reveal the findings
of the Archaeological Dig of 2002. The
same way having a probate abstract
handy as we uncovered artifacts from
the home of Humphrey Chadbourne,
knowing his position as one of Neal’s
superintendents has been an instruc-
tional mind-set as this year’s dig was
approached.

For those who either have not been
part of an archaeological dig or are new
to the CFA, the basic plan is to careful-
ly excavate a five foot by five foot
square within a clearly designated area
under supervision of our Archaeologist
Emerson Baker, PhD. Top soil is re-
moved, screened for artifacts, each
layer is carefully documented. Soil is
removed 1/16” at a time, scraping and
sifting each pail full. 

As changes in the color of the soil
occur, it is vital to stop, re-label the
sample bags because you are now in a
new strata. This is of grave importance
concerning the detection of potential
post-hole residue. Disintegration of
wooden post-holes will only be found
through the different color of the re-
maining soil. This will be clearly
marked as circular in shape and of a
darker color than the surrounding soil,
evidence of a post-hole having been
lodged there some 300 years ago.

To date more than 25,000 artifacts
have been found at the site. The eight-
foot saw blade uncovered last year is
being conserved in Canada because
Maine had no facilities that could ac-
commodate so large an item. Conser-
vation cost for that item alone is about

$5,000. 
Concerning this year’s Dig, we do

not have a long list of artifacts to re-
port. The main purpose of this year’s
search was to better understand Struc-
tures 2 and 3. These structures are in
front of and connected to the main
house. Structures 2 and 3 seem to have
formed a house and courtyard styled
homestead. There appears to be a
fenced in courtyard for the animals.

Among the artifacts there was a
very worn coin which had a few fea-
tures left that helped us to speculate
that it was a half-pence from the 1680s.
Further study will no doubt provide
more definitive information. Consider-
ing the locale this was uncovered from,
it is important to reflect back on
Humphrey Chadbourne’s position in
the community. It seemed significant

that this was not found in the mansion
house area. 

Another significant artifact was a
metal bolt-seal that would have been
attached to a bolt of cloth. Fortunately
there are records in Britain that may
help trace the type of cloth, yardage on
the bolt, manufacturer, date the cloth
was sold, and who bought it. This may
be a significant clue as to whether a
trading store was set up in that location.

The most significant find however,
came from below the floor of Structure
2. Structure 2 is a narrow building of
approximately 8’ x 50’. Built on an in-
cline, it might well have included two
easily accessible floors. While some of
the excavation of its sill trench are clear
enough to determine length and loca-
tion, other disturbances of the earth
were also present. This building has a
very shallow crawl space underneath it
with a clay floor in many places. But
these additional disturbances or fea-
tures led us to dig deeper than this clay
floor. This further digging revealed the
first indications of a fortified palisade.
This palisade may have been gone be-
fore the 2nd Structure was erected. It’s
all conjecture. Ambrose Gibbons’ trad-
ing post still has yet to be located.
Could this new find be part of that or
did Humphrey Chadbourne have a
trading post here? Was it connected to
the main house? Was it the location for
the first home of Humphrey and Lucy,
then later a work place or trading post?
Questions like this could not be an-
swered because we were already over-
due to fill in the site holes to be opened
again next year. However, this find will
be enough to keep the dig going a few
more years, while we continue to study
his story to understand history.

Dr. Baker has reported that from a
research point of view, the Chadbourne
site has revealed very important infor-
mation and is clearly a site with nation-
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DIG 2, continued from page 4

See DIG 3, page 6

Because of the vari-
ety of finds, and
their very fine quali-
ty, the Chadbourne
site is becoming a
“type site” for
Maine in the late
seventeenth century.
That is, so many dif-
ferent artifacts have
been found on site
that other archaeolo-
gists are using the
Chadbourne collec-
tion for comparative
purposes as they
study their sites.
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al as well as local significance. Archae-
ologists and architectural historians
have visited the site and all agree that it
is well qualified to be on the National
Register of Historic Places. The site is
an archaeological “time capsule,”
rapidly abandoned and then burned
down, with virtually all of the family’s
possessions inside. Thus, it presents a
complete and well-preserved record of
life in Maine in the late 1600s. 

The fact that the Chadbournes
were one of the wealthiest families in
the colony means that they left a rather
large and wide-ranging set of posses-
sions behind for archaeologists. Be-
cause of the variety of finds, and their
very fine quality, the Chadbourne site
is becoming a “type site” for Maine in
the late seventeenth century. That is, so
many different artifacts have been
found on site that other archaeologists
are using the Chadbourne collection
for comparative purposes as they study
their sites. While the dig has been un-
derway only since 1995, it is already
one of the most artifact-rich and impor-
tant archaeology sites in Southern
Maine.

The Archaeological Excavation of
the Humphrey and Lucy Chadbourne
home site will continue in August of
2003. More details will follow in the
next Pied Cow. Interested members
may contact George Langlais directly
to stay notified as to the exact dates. It
is often weather dependent. CFA mem-
bers may make donations to the Con-
servation Fund of the dig by making
tax deductible donations to the Old
Berwick Historical Society/Chad-
bourne dig, and sent to the CFA. Dona-
tions of $100 or more will be listed on
an acknowledgment board within the
museum. Donations can be made in
memory of a loved one.

DIG 3, continued from page 5

Facsimile of 1685 half pence found at Chadbourne archaeological home-
site. These pieces, which have the image of James II on them, were made of
tin and are quite rare with no corrosion.
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VENISON MINCEMEAT
6 c. ground venison liberally moistened 

with stock
12 - 14 c. chopped or coarsely ground

Baldwin apples
3 c. beef suet
3 ground oranges, 1 with skin
1 pkg. each: ground seeded raisins, seed-

less raisins, golden raisins, & currants
(That is four different pkgs.)
1 pt. canned citron including liquid (op-

tional)
1 jar each: grape jelly, & red jelly (crab-

apple or currant)
1 pt. molasses
1 pt. sweet cider
2 c. sugar
5 teaspoons salt
3 teaspoons cinnamon
2 teaspoons each: cloves & nutmeg
2 c. water

Cook piece of venison (neck meat is fine)
in salted water. The water should cover the
meat. Cook until tender. Cool in liquid.
Mix remaining ingredients in large heavy
kettle adding the cooked venison. Cook
slowly, uncovered, stirring to prevent stick-
ing. It should cook about three hours and
“look rich”. Taste for sweetness and adjust
seasoning as needed. Put in hot jars and
seal. Yield: 7 - 8 quarts.
— Mary Thomes Carlson, CFA Member from
Harrison, ME Reprinted from All Maine
Cooking Wiggin & Shibles, ed. 1967 Courier-
Gazette, Inc. Mary sent in this recipe with the
note that this was made for several years in
the kitchen of the old Chadbourne farmhouse
in Harrison. She explained that each Novem-
ber, if hunting was successful, my mother and
two sisters would come to help. The old meat
grinder was screwed to a leaf of the kitchen
table, the big wooden chopping bowl was
brought out and the wood stove fired up. A
few hours work produced enough mincemeat
for Thanksgiving pies all around.

Chad�s Old Time
Recipes &
Remedies

— from The Old Farmer’s Almanac Colonial Cookbook. 
C. M. Silitch, ed. 1982. Yankee Books. Dublin, NH

To 6 Tablespoons flour, add a little
salt and 6 Tablespoons of light,
freshly-fallen snow. Stir flour and
snow well together and add sweet
milk. Bake batter in small cakes on
griddle, using very little butter.
Cakes may be eaten with butter and
sugar, or with syrup, and are very

delicate. Snow is the leaven!

Note: in old recipes, sweet milk
would most be compared to rich
whole milk or current Half & Half.

— from The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
Colonial Cookbook. 

C. M. Silitch, ed. 1982. Yankee Books

SNOW GRIDDLE CAKES



T
here are two public events
connected with the streets in
the village through which
the LaFayette procession

proceeded which I recall.
The first occurred in the year 1814,

when I was two years old, and is my
earliest recollection. We lived in the
Rollin’s house (afterwards occupied by
Captain Rice and now by Mr. Sanborn)
on Main Street. I remember just at
evening seeing several horsemen gal-
loping through the street followed by a
number of excited men. The horsemen
crying, “Peace, Peace!” This was the
announcement of the close of the war
of 1813.

[Another] incident was seeing a
stagecoach with six horses followed by
other coaches driving at full speed
through the village to Mrs. Frost’s Tav-
ern. This coach contained President
Monroe and his party on his visit to the
State of Maine.

The other incidents I have referred
to, the visit of LaFayette, the an-
nouncement of Peace and the visit of
President Monroe, illustrate a circum-
stance, which was formerly of consid-
erable importance to our village, name-
ly that the village street was on a line of
principal stage route and traveled from
the South West to the State of Maine.
This circumstance led to another inter-
esting incident in my recollection.

The summer of 1816 was one of
terrible experience from the coldness
of the season and general failure of the
crops. This led to a very large emigra-
tion from the State of Maine and di-
rected principally to the Western Re-
serve in Ohio. I attended school, I
think, in 1817, which was kept on the
Main Street and I remember seeing the

whole street, or as far as I could see,
filled with covered emigrant wagons
filled with people from Maine who
were said to be moving to Ohio. One
sight particularly impressed me, literal-
ly a small house on wheels. The wag-
ons were principally drawn by oxen.
Thus I had the privilege of witnessing a
part of the emigration, which was the
nucleus of the best population of the
powerful state of Ohio. It will be re-
membered from the Western Reserve
came General Garfield and the most
distinguished statesmen of Ohio. 

The point of the greatest historical
interest in South Berwick is unques-
tionably the site of the mills known as
Yeaton’s Mills, formerly Lee’s
[Leigh’s] Mills and earlier Chad-
bourne’s Mills, being the Falls at the
junction of the Great Works River with
the main branch of the Piscataqua,
Newichawannock. This was the site of
the sawmill built by Captain Mason’s
Company, Mason having the charter of
what is now known as New Hampshire.
The first settlement of this company
was at Strawbery Banke, now
Portsmouth. The mill was built to sup-
ply the settlement at Portsmouth with
lumber and was undoubtedly the first
saw mill erected in the United States.
The mill was built with funds supplied
by Mason’s company in 1630 under the
charge of Humphrey Chadbourne from
whom descended the Chadbournes of
York County. Chadbourne obtained
deeds from the Indians, which are on
record at Alfred in York County. The
deed is signed by an Indian Chief
named Captain Littlejohn [aka Sag-
amore Rowles], whose signature on the
deed was the mark of a bow and arrow.
The Falls was originally called Little-

john ‘s Falls. The site was a famous
place for catching alewives and other
fish and Littlejohn, in his deed, re-
served the right to the Indians catching
fish upon the Falls forever.

My brother, John, who in 1882,
was President of the United States’Tar-
iff Commission, says that when the
Commission was in session at Chica-
go, the question arose before the Com-
mission of abolishing the duty on
Canadian lumber because all our own
lumber would shortly disappear, and
we ought to have the privilege of ob-
taining it from Canada. My brother,
John stated to the Commission that
much error prevailed as to the disap-
pearance of the lumber in this country.
[He] cited the fact that in his native
town was the site of the first saw mill
built in America in 1630 and that the
saw mill had remained upon the same
site for 250 years during which period
the little river of Great Works, only
eight miles long, had supplied lumber
for these mills. My brother also stated
that when the Tariff Commission sat at
Wilmington, North Carolina a gentle-
man appeared before the Commission
to give testimony in relation to the lum-
ber interests of North Carolina, he
being most largely engaged in that
business as of any person in North Car-
olina. My brother was struck by his
name, which was Chadbourn. After the
adjournment of the session said to him,
“Mr. Chadbourn, where do you come
from?” 

“From the same county that you
did, Sir,” he replied, “York County in
Maine, for I suppose you are the son of
Judge Hayes.”

Here was a descendant of the
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I
have a vision for the CFA. I want
to see a CFA with the enthusiasm
and the spirit which its founders
displayed when they organized

the 1984 Reunion, attended by 175
members. Such enthusiasm tends to be
contagious– it will excite a similar
response from other members who will
sign on as committee members. Others
will come forward as potential assis-
tants and eventual replacements for our
long over-worked Pied Cow editor,
assistant treasurer, regional genealogi-
cal researcher, etc...

This is not a pipe dream. I believe
it can happen and the vehicle will be
the 20th Annual Reunion of the CFA in
2004. If we start working on it now, we
can have a better reunion than the
sever- since-equaled 1984 reunion. We
must make that reunion the top priority
in all that we do from now until the
summer of 2004. All directors must
sign on to be members of the Reunion
Committee, and I suggest we elect co-
chairs to drive the effort.

We need ideas from all of you, to
help move the planning along. We want
to have an exciting program that will
draw 200 attendees. We need to have a
promotional campaign to catch the in-
terest of every Chadbourne in America.
The first announcement must go out
soon and then it much be expanded and
repeated over and over again, building
to a fever pitch by the spring of 2004.

In order to have an exciting pro-
gram; we must be willing to invest in it.
This will be an investment in the future
of the CFA. The timing could not be
better; we have money to invest, and
we need an infusion of new resources
and energy, which a big reunion could
generate. An exciting program will
probably mean that it is an expensive
program, and many that might like to

attend may not be able to afford to pay
what it costs for a single attendee. We
must set up a 2004 Reunion Fund to
subsidize the cost of the reunion and
thereby make it more affordable for all
while not sacrificing the fine quality we
want to maintain.

Initially, I suggest that all of you
open your 2002 CD-ROM on your
computer and click on the “Pied Cow
Print” folder, and then print out Issues
2,3, and 4. That will reveal three issues
mailed out in a space of seven
months–each having a lead story about
the 1984 reunion. The full details of the
program are in Issue 4, but Issue 2 con-
tains a picture of the committee, and
Issue 3 contains most of the details
about the program.

We can’t wait for the next direc-
tor’s meeting. Let’s get started with an
Email discussion right away. Do a
“Reply To All” with your ideas as soon
as possible.

—Howard Kaepplein, President

builder of the first saw mill in America,
250 years afterwards at the head of the
lumber interest in the State of North
Carolina.

Our thanks to CFA Director Herbie
Geiler for locating this in the Archives
of Old Berwick Historical Society.
Though the exact date of the construc-
tion of the first sawmill in South
Berwick is uncertain, we can confirm
14 March 1633 as the date of Capt.
John Mason’s contract with William
Chadbourne, James Wall and John
Goddard to construct the mill and settle
it in South Berwick, Maine. The Mr.
Chadbourn referred to in this piece is
James Harmon Chadbourn (1822-
1902) #327.

We need 
your updated
information...

A
s the CFA is about to
publish the Print
Supplement to the
1994 The Chad-

bourne Family in America: a
Genealogy and the latest CD-
ROM, it is critical that all mem-
bers review and bring up to cur-
rent status their family data.
This means, writing down dates
and locations of births, deaths,
marriages, divorces, attainments,
or moves or anything else you
think might be important. Submit
this data to our Genealogist Toby
Hurley, 2409 Willow View Way,
Sandy,UT 84092 Toby’s e-mail
address is tjhurley1@earthlink.net.

We urge you to double check
and send an update to be sure.
There’s a possibility data was lost
after Elaine’s untimely death.

The critical deadline for ac-
cepting information for inclu-
sion in the CFA Genealogy Sup-
plement is June 1, 2003. We need
time to process and publish the
book so it will be ready for the Au-
gust 2004 Reunion. A task force is
determining the cost of reprinting
the hardbound 1994 Chadbourne
Genealogy. It has yet to be learned
if this is cost prohibitive or not.

The print supplement is not
dependent on the reprint of the
original volume. Our goal is for
the print supplement to contain all
information that corrects the 1994
book and updated information as
of December 31, 2002. After that
we will continue to acquire infor-
mation for future publication.
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A
s international instability
plagues our world, asso-
ciation with families be-
comes a fundamental

touchstone of stability. As military
Reserves and Guards are being called
to face down a repressive tyrant half a
world away, homes here are drawing
from the well of their own resolute her-
itage and making decisions about how
to conduct their lives with dignity and
spiritual strength. And as we witnessed
the loss of seven brave men and women
in the Columbia spacecraft disaster, we
are reminded these fine, highly-trained
scientists had a strong spiritual sense of
God, life and family. Family is a place
where life makes up its mind. And her-
itage has ever remained a well to be
tapped when inner reserves are needed.

Family scrapbooks and old recipes
have become popular hobbies for mod-
ern households. This highlights a vi-
sion for the future while reflecting on
the past. The Executive Board is com-
mitted to publishing the Chadbourne
Genealogy Print Supplement and we
need the updated information from our
members to do this. Please review what
was previously published and send us
updated information. The next issue of
The Pied Cow will also have a Transi-
tions column which will list some of
this. Thank you to all who have been
sending in information. It is encourag-
ing to hear from members whose
choices reflect making positive com-
mitments at a conscious level as a way
of stabilizing themselves, their fami-
lies, their communities. Much of this is
reflected in the data that is forwarded
to us. Some of this I will highlight in
future issues.

The next issue will be out around
Memorial Day. I’m looking for recipes
that reflect Independence Day, Memo-

rial Day and the like. Little background
reflections associated with the recipes
make it even more fun. John Downs’
reflections and happenings at Elder
Grey Meeting House will also be in-
cluded. Sharon and Clayton Chad-
bourne will share an article about their
work with The Glorification Singers in
a future issue. Libby Nelson and An-
drew Chadbourne also have pending
articles for future issues.

Reunion information for the 2003
Fall Reunion will be given in more de-
tail in the next issue. But a date, Octo-
ber 18,19, and place, Salmon Falls
Country Club, has already been set. So
mark it on your calendar. Salmon Falls
Country Club, about 30 minutes north
of South Berwick, 20 minutes south of
Portland, and 15 minutes west of Saco
is a familiar location to many who have
attended in the past. The motel is small
so if you don’t reserve early, you may
need to seek space at a nearby location.

We’re hoping we will be able to re-
produce some of the dig artifacts for
the big 2004 reunion. A few members
are actively pursuing that possibility.
So for all of you who have been look-
ing for that, we haven’t forgotten. By
the next issue we may have a report
and pictures from the conservators and
examiners of the artifacts from the dig.

Please contact regional reporters
with any news:

John Wood Jr., 135 Columbia St., 
Corning, NY 04830 
dconsult@stny.rr.com
John Minor, 2124 Leeward Lane, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
johnandnancy55@hotmail.com
Chadbourne Cutler, 297 Woody 
Cr, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 
Clcut@earthlink.net
Libby Nelson, 6435 Allerton St, Hous-

ton, TX 77084 Enelson@hcpl.net.
Please feel free to contact any of

these reporters with family news, old
and new. If you have special requests
for articles of interest, let us know. Re-
member that knowledge of our past re-
mains one of the keys to maintain a
healthy perspective so that we can face
the present with both wisdom and
humor. It also can give us the tools for
a necessary resolve during difficult
times. I encourage you to share your
stories by sending them to me or one of
the reporters listed.

— Kitty A. Chadbourne, editor

of Committee reports, Chad-Chat and
the election of the new Board of Direc-
tors for the year of 2003. Please see
General Assembly Report in this issue.
Noon lunch was an assortment of sand-
wiches, cookies, fruit, soft drinks and
coffee provided by the Reunion Com-
mittee, ably chaired by Arlene Verity.
The afternoon speaker was George
Langlais, CFA Director-at-Large, liai-
son to the Archaeological Dig.
George’s report has been reprinted in
this issue. The Reunion adjourned by
2:45 p.m. to allow time for attendees to
take their own self-guided tour of the
Berwicks with maps provided by the
CFA. The new Board of Directors met
following the Reunion.

REUNION, continued from page 1

From the Desk of the Editor…


