
T
he 20th Anniversary of The
Chadbourne Family Associ-
ation will be the 5th Quin-
quennial Reunion of The

CFA since its inception in 1983. Our
first three-day reunion was held in
1984 commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the landing of The Pied
Cow in South Berwick, Maine in 1634
with William Chadbourne onboard.
Ever since that wonderful event of
1984 when more than one hundred
Chadbournes gathered from around the

country, the CFA has had a special
three-day reunion every five years. We
are concentrating on the South
Berwick area so that everyone can
enjoy the dig, the artifacts housed at the
Counting House and tour significant
Chadbourne homes and sites. 

Fortunately this will coincide with
the annual Chadbourne archaeological
dig scheduled to open August 7
through the 13 with lab work to go on
from the 16 through 20. Contact
George Langlais if interested in help-
ing with the work. The concentration
this summer is going to be on working
with the findings from last summer
with the ground penetrating radar
equipment.

This year we are spreading the cel-
ebration out to cover almost four days
so that no one has to feel rushed and
can thoroughly enjoy the area. Festivi-
ties begin Thursday evening at the
Beaverdam Campground with a lobster
dinner. Beaverdam Campground has
many opportunities for family enjoy-
ment from canoeing, volley ball and
swimming.

We are fortunate to have very tal-
ented people as part of our celebration
with actress Vanessa Michelson giving
us a soliloquy portraying the noted au-
thor Sarah Orne Jewett with her re-
membrances of old-time Berwick. We

will also be treated to the lilting music
of Kate Chadbourne, doctor of Celtic
studies at Harvard College. This will
be the capstone on Friday evening after
having enjoyed coach tours of three
significant Chadbourne related sites
earlier in the day.

The following evening will be
highlighted with a report by archaeolo-
gist Tad Baker on the ongoing Chad-
bourne dig. 

Saturday daytime tours will be
available for two other significant
Chadbourne sites. There will be
enough time for people to tour some
areas on their own, such as a walk
through Vaughn Woods State Park to
see Cow Cove,(where The Pied Cow
originally landed), walk through Old
Fields Cemetery or go to Portsmouth,
NH and visit Strawbery Banke or take
one of the river boat cruises. Nearby
Durham, NH offers the Woodman In-
stitute which is home to the oldest
standing garrison that was used to shel-
ter many citizens during the Indian up-
risings.

Sunday will wind down the events
with Chad-Chat and the annual Gener-
al Assembly Meeting. It will give us a
chance to re-evaluate and make recom-
mendations for where we go from here.

Coming: The 20th Anniversary Reunion
of The Chadbourne Family Association
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2002-2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Nominees presented for election for the 2002-3 Board of 
Directors were unanimously elected, and are as follows:

PRESIDENT: Howard Kaepplein, 33 Jacobs Gate Rd., Harvard,
MA 01451 T: 978-456-3637 kaepplein3637@charter.net

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT/WEBMASTER: Herbie Geiler, 17 Green St,
Somersworth, NH 03878 T: 603-692-5437 herbiewg@aol.com

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT/TREASURER/FINANCE CHAIR: Rick
Morgan, 5257 Big Hollow Rd, Starksboro, VT 05487 T: 802-
434-6631 rickmvt@adelphia.net

CORPORATE CLERK: Linda Hanscom, 265 Chadbourne Ridge
Rd, N Waterboro, ME 04061 T: 207-247-3123

RECORDING SECRETARY/DIRECTOR-AT LARGE: Steve
Skoropowski, 23 Frontage Rd, Andover, MA 01810 T: 508-749-
3347 skoropowski@vicr.com

GENEALOGIST: Ms. Toby Hurley, 2409 Willow View Way,
Sandy, UT 84092 T: 801-553-1573 tjhurley1@earthlink.net

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/ LIAISON TO DIG: George Langlais, 367
North St, Georgetown, MA 01833 T: 978-352-8559
georglang@msn.com

DIRECTOR-AT LARGE/NOMINATING CHAIR: Ted Chadbourne, 50
Stockholm Dr, Cumberland Center, ME 04021 T: 207- 829-6384
Tchadbourne@MBA1959.hbs.edu

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/CHAD’S STORE: Carol C. Mitchell 968
Hudson Rd, Concord, VT 05824 T: 802-748-4340
carolm@kingcon.com

AUDITOR: Martha Giles, 79 Bramhall St. #2C, Portland, ME
04102 T: 207-773-1224 mlhwg00@aol.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:
Membership Development: John Wood Jr., 135 Columbia St,
Cornell, NY 04830 T: 607-962-0527 dconsult@stny.rr.com

English Roots Research: George F. Sanborn Jr., 24 Thornton St.,
Derry, NH 03038 seorasog@comcast.net

Reunion: Arlene Verity, 502 Indian Head Rd, Hanson, MA
02341 T: 781-294-8603 avcwdancer@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor/Pub: Kitty A. Chadbourne, 50 Stockholm Dr,
Cumberland Center, ME 04021 T: 207-829-6384
kitsc@yahoo.com

THE CHADBOURNE WEBSITE: www.CHADBOURNE.org

CHADBOURNE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WEBSITE:
www.salem.mass.edu/~ebaker/chadbourne.htm

Quarterly Board Meetings: Saturday, December 3, 2003, Noon–
OBHS; March 16, 2004, Noon– OBHS; June 5, 2004, Noon—
OBHS; August 15, 2004, 3:30 P.M.– New England Center.
Board members unable to attend are asked to be available for
conference calls or otherwise report to President Kaepplein.
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M
embership in the CFA is open to all
descendants of William Chadbourne,
immigrant from England to the Pis-
cataqua River area in 1634. Member-

ship is also open to descendants’ spouses or other
interested persons, including those unlinked to
William Chadbourne.

Annual dues, payable in U.S. currency, are
$10/individual, $15/family, and $100/ a lifetime,
one-time payment. Membership runs from July 1 to
June 30. Your mailing label will denote when mem-
bership expires. Donations are welcome and can be
designated for research, publications, reunion, con-
servation dig or as a memorial.

At the Dig…

Photos: Earlene Ahlquist Chadbourne

Above, sifting tracks screen out the sand so that
workers can retrieve artifacts at the Chadbourne
dig. Below, Dr. Peter Sablock reads data from the
ground-penetrating radar machine at the site.
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MIDLAND’S TONIC DANDELYON WINE

P
our one gallon boiling water
over one gallon clean new
dandelyon flowers. Stir
well. Cover with a blanket.

Let stand three days. Stir twice a day.
Strain. To the liquid add three pounds
load sugar, slice of ginger, a whole
lemon and orange sliced. Boil one half
hour and strain. When cold, place in it
a little yeast on a piece of bread for fer-
mentation. Cover it again. Let it stand
two to three days until it has stopped
working. Strain. Store it in a well
bunged cask or covered stone crock in
a cool place for a month to age. Then
bottle.

— Recipe tested and adapted from
A Modern Herbal, Mrs. M. Grieve,
Dover Pub. Inc., NY 1971. Used by
permission.

FOR BLOOD SHED EYES

Take tost of leavened bread, then
take house leek, a little woman’s mild
and rose water, ye pap [pulp] of roast-
ed apple, eyebright [clary sage],
yarrow, eye balm [goldenseal], and
yoke of a hen laid egg, and boil these
also. Then lay ye tost in it in red wine
til it be soacked. Then put it into a fine
cloath. Ye pieces for every eye one, ye
fine cloath must be between ye eye and
ye tost.

A FFUME TOO SIT ON

Take feverfew, comomiell, mal-
lows of eatch a handfull, boyle them in
faire watter and so sett hott over it,
morning and evening and keep warme
after it.

— Source: unpublished papers of
Mrs. William Penn’s mother, Katherine
Partridge Springett, living in West Sus-
sex near the Shapleighs in Devon (ca.
1620). She had been famous through-
out England for the doctoring of eye
ailments. Courtesy of Pennbury
Manor, Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania. Used by permission.

Chad’s Olde Time Recipes & Remedies

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 
Campers arrive at Beaverdam
Campground. Children and teens
swim and play. At 5 pm many other
Chadbournes arrive for the Lobster
bake.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 
9:00-9:30 am Registration
Berwick Academy Commons
Participants will receive a packet
with numbered coach tour tickets,
tickets for theatre presentation, box
lunches, and dinners. Coach tour
schedules run all day and partici-
pants will be assigned to groups as
registrations are received.

Coach Tour 1 (approx. 2 hours)
Participate in or observe the excava-
tion of the 1648 Humphrey Chad-
bourne house. Tour the privately

owned 1767 Judge Benjamin Chad-
bourne house. Tour the magnificent
SPNEA*-owned 1785 Hamilton
House. If time allows, you may take
the Piscataqua River tour, or other
activity.

Catered dinner at Berwick Academy
Commons, followed by theatre pre-
sentation at Berwick Academy Audi-
torium: Sarah Orne Jewett ‘tells’ her
essay about So. Berwick and its
rivers, fine houses and countryside.
Kate Chadbourne sings Irish ballads.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
Coach Tour 2 (approx. 2 hours)
Tour the SPNEA*-owned 1790
Sarah Orne Jewett House. See many
artifacts from the Humphrey Chad-
bourne house at the Counting House.
If time allows, you may take the Pis-

cataqua River tour, or other activity.

6 pm banquet
New England Center, 
Durham, New Hampshire
Meet archeologist Tad Baker and at-
tend his presentation about the
Humphrey Chadbourne dig in South
Berwick.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
New England Center
Enjoy Chad Chat with scores of
Chadbournes. Attend the Association
meeting and elect officers, plan com-
mittees and events

Noon buffet dinner

* Society for the Preservation of
New England Antiquities

2004 Reunion Schedule
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GET THOSE REGISTRATIONS IN! 
Reservations must be made as

soon as possible to secure your place
on the tours and to make sure we have
enough food on hand for every one. So
please fill out the registration form in-
serted in this issue and send it to:. 

George Langlais
367 North Street
Georgetown, MA 01833
Telephone: 978-352-8559 
or e- mail georglang@msn.com

SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS
Sleeping accommodations must be

made separately. We list the following
options urging people to reserve as
soon as possible:

Beaverdam Campground
Berwick, Maine 
207-698-2267 
camp@beaverdamcamp-
ground.com

Wentworth By the Sea
Newcastle Is, NH 
603-422-7322

New England Center
Durham, NH 
603-862-2815

Motel 6 
Portsmouth, NH 
603-334-6606 

Hampton Inn
Portsmouth, NH 
603-431-6111

Various Bed and Breakfasts are
available in the Berwick/Eliot area and
are listed on the Chadbourne.org web-
site.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 
Thursday, August 12, 2004 at the

Beaverdam Campground will be the

first gathering place to launch the 20th
Anniversary of The Chadbourne Fami-
ly Association. Beaverdam Camp-
ground will host a 6 p.m. Lobster din-
ner with hot dogs and hamburgers also
available. Lobster dinners are priced at
$18 each and hamburg/hotdog alterna-
tives are $8. 

Beaverdam Campground is conve-
niently located on Rte #9 in Berwick,
2.5 miles from the Rte.#4 intersection.
Beaverdam Campground offers rea-
sonably priced family camping at a
picturesque 20-acre spring fed pond.
More information about their facilities
can be obtained from their website:
www.beaverdamcampground.com or
phone 207-698-2267

Some of our Chadbourne cousins
will be staying at Beaverdam. We will
all gather there for our official opening
of the 20th anniversary celebration. Be
sure to make reservations with Re-
union Reservationist: George Langlais
Remember a proper head count is nec-
essary for the Lobster dinners.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 
Registration opens at 9:00 a.m. at

Berwick Academy Commons. Friday
offers a full day of interesting options.
Coach tours taking approximately two
hours each will run throughout the day.
Upon registration participants will re-
ceive a packet with numbered coach
tour tickets granting them admission.
Tickets will be assigned on first come-
first-serve-basis for either the early,
mid-day, or late tour. Friday’s coach
tours include the archaeological exca-
vation of the Humphrey & Lucy Chad-
bourne seventeenth century home-site,
tour the privately owned 1767 Judge
Benjamin Chadbourne Manor home,
and tour the SPNEA owned 1785

Hamilton House situated at pipe-stave
landing near Cow Cove, where the
Chadbournes first landed. Coach tours
are $7.50 each and includes admission
to these special sites. Box lunches are
available for $9 each with options of
turkey or ham sandwiches.

First coach tour boards from
Berwick Academy Commons at 9:15
a.m. Friday morning, returning by
11:15. Mid-day tour boards at 11:30
a.m. returning by 1:30 p.m. The last
tour for Friday boards at 2:00 p.m. re-
turning at 4:00 p.m. Lemonade and
iced tea will be available in the gardens
of the Hamilton House. 

Friday’s evening includes a catered
dinner at 6:00 p.m. at Berwick Acade-
my’s Common. The catered dinner
($23 each including tax & gratuity) is a
buffet includes marinated chicken
breasts, seasoned sirloin tips, greens,
carrots, potatoes, rolls and strawberry
shortcake and hot or cold beverage. 

Yale University Press  

The writer Sarah Orne Jewett will be
featured in “An Evening with Sarah
Orne Jewett,” with Vanessa Michelson.
The presentation, to be held Friday
night, will offer Jewett’s impressions of
bygone Berwick, where she was born.
Jewett was a Chadbourne relation.

20TH CHADBOURNE FAMILY REUNION:
REUNION, continued from page 1



Friday evening at Berwick Acade-
my Auditorium is sure to please with
“An Evening with Sarah Orne Jewett”
featuring Vanessa Michelson as Sarah.
Vanessa lives in Hollis, Maine with her
husband and three children. She stud-
ied music, theater and dance in Massa-
chusetts and Maine, currently works in
the Saco school department and has
been doing theater for 21 years. She
has worked with the Portland Players,
Lyric Theater, and the Saco River
Grange Hall, Center for Performing
Arts. Vanessa will be presenting Sarah
Orne Jewett’s impressions of bygone
Berwick from her writings in Country
By-Ways. 

Sarah Orne Jewett, whose eigh-
teenth century home in the center of
South Berwick will be toured on Satur-
day, is a direct descendant of Alexan-
der Shapleigh; therefore a seventh
grandniece from Lucy Treworgye
Chadbourne. Sarah grew up in the
home that was built by John and Lydia
(Chadbourne) Haggins. Sarah was
born in South Berwick in 1849 and
died there in 1909. She was a well re-
spected writer and often wrote of her
native Berwick. She made Judge Ben-
jamin Chadbourne a character in her
historic fiction The Tory Lover.

Following “An Evening with
Sarah Orne Jewett,” we are sure to
enjoy original music and storytelling
from Kathryn Chadbourne, PhD.
Kathryn is the daughter of Glenn and
Ruth Chadbourne, born in Saco, Maine
(Chadbourne #776.2). She received her
doctorate degree in Celtic Languages
and Literature from Harvard Universi-
ty and has taught at Harvard College,
Boston College and the University of
Ulster. Her poetry is often reflected in
her music. Kate will share her Irish bal-

lads with us. She is a talented singer,
lyricist and poet. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
Saturday, August 14 is sure to offer

an interesting day with more coach
tours available to view the Sarah Orne
Jewett home and the Counting House
of the Olde Berwick Historical Society
where artifacts from the Chadbourne
dig are on display. Tours will run ap-
proximately an hour an a half, starting
at 9:15 a.m. The schedule is set for
early, mid-day and afternoon tours all
of which will be concluded by 2:15
p.m. They will begin and end at
Berwick Academy. Coach tours are
$7.50 and a box lunch will again be
available for $8.

Saturday evening dinner at 6 p.m.
will be at The New England Center on
the campus of University of New
Hampshire, Durham, NH. This is about
a thirty-minute drive from south
Berwick. It is noted for its fine cuisine.
Dinner includes fresh fruit cocktail, fil-
let mignon with bearnaise sauce or
swordfish with pineapple relish, fresh
vegetables, baked rolls, chef’s dessert
and beverage. This is $29 including tax
and gratuity. 

Internationally known archaeolo-
gist, Emerson “Tad” Baker, PhD, will
give us his update on the historic dig at
the Humphrey & Lucy Chadbourne
home-site. Tad is chair of the history
department at Salem State College in
Salem, Massachusetts, past chair of the
Maine Cultural Affairs Council, and a
member of the Executive Committee
of the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission. 

The Chadbourne dig has been
prominently featured in the Spring edi-
tion of American Archaeology, the

quarterly publication of The Archaeo-
logical Conservancy, Vol. 8, No.1. It
is very informative to read the article.
If you can’t purchase a copy at your
local bookstore, a few can be pur-
chased at Olde Berwick Historical So-
ciety.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 
Sunday, August 15 will be cen-

tered at the New England Center of the
UNH Campus, Durham, NH. We re-
convene by 10:00 a.m. with Chad-
Chat, Chairman Reports and General
Assembly meeting to elect new offi-
cers for the upcoming year. There will
be a noon Buffet Brunch with a wide
variety of tempting fare sure to entice
and appeal. Cost is $21 including tax
and gratuity.

Adjournment by 1:30 p.m. This
should allow time for those who may
choose go to Portsmouth, NH for a tour
of Strawbery Banke or take one of the
Piscataqua River tours available in the
area not far from Strawbery Banke.
This would be done on your own. 
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A festival of family fun and friendship

Above: The logo for the Chadbourne
dig, based on an excavated seal. The
dig will be the topic of a Saturday night
presentation by Emerson “Tad” Baker.
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by Laurie York, botanical historian

W
hen Kitty Chadbourne
asked me to write
about the Colonial
gardens relating to the

Spencer/Chadbourne/South Berwick
homesteads (1634-90), I went with
George Langlais to visit the Dig site. It
was late in the growing season, but I
did find in the field and wood’s edge a
few plants that perhaps were descen-
dants of seeds our ancestors brought
from England to plant here for meate
and medicine.

I found YARROW (Achillea mille-
folium) used to heal wounds and
staunch bleeding; and TOADFLAX,
“Butter-and-eggs” (Linaria vulgaris),
used for diseases of the skin, scrofula,
and jaundice. Today we see Toadflax as
a scrawny wildflower in waste places,
but in the 1600’s it grew in cultivation
as pretty as tall snapdragons. It was fed
to chickens for health and good eggs.
Then the roaming chickens left it
growing everywhere– in waste places!
HERB ROBERT, “Wild Geranium”
(Geranium Robertoanum) was brought
here to use along with other herbs such
as Angelica, Garlic, Gentian, Coltsfoot,
Pimpernell, to fight against the terrible
plague which was wide spread back
home in England (from 1592-1647).
And of course I found DANDE-
LYONS (Teraxacum officinale) used
as a pot herb and as a blood tonic, and
a remedy for gravel (kidney and gall
stones). Tonic Dandelyon Stout and
wine were popular in England espe-
cially with people in the Midlands
from Berkshire to Warwickshire, and
those recipes came here with them. I

also saw the EUROPEAN SPINDLE
TREE (Euonymous europaens) used
for spindles, pipe stems, ox goads and
birding cages.

Agriculture was a major function
of the 17th Century homestead. One
could imagine that around the Chad-
bourne manor house and courtyard
were several garden plots walled with
stones, wood or waddle. The Pot Herb
or Kitchen Garden was where herbs
were grown for “sallets” and for boil-
ing in the pot. (The word “vegetable”
was not in use until the 18th Century).
Some pot herbs were smalladge (cel-
ery), pease, yonyons, spinadge, Good-
King-Henry, speradge (asparagus),

hartichocks, Marygolds, lettice, cow-
cumbers, parcely, sage, rosemary,
tyme, mints and musk million. Cabedg
was a mainstay as well as root crops of
carrets, beets and turneps which kept
well through the winter.

The Physick, a smaller fenced in
garden, would be located near the
dwelling but away from the barn and
stables from where “wind blown straw
and aire doth annoy and corrupt the
plants.” Here would be medicinal herbs
such as wormwood, heartsease (John-
ny-jump-up), opium poppey, lemon
balm, St. John’s wort, knitbone (Com-
frey), feverfew, belladonna, gillyflower
(clove pinks), and cleareyes (clary
sage). Houseleek (hens-and-chickens)
used for treating warts and burns might
be there but it also was planted on roof
tops to keep lightening away.

In the South Berwick early days
(1634+) most gardening would be
within a protected stockade area with
meadows outside only for growing In-
dian corn and grains– barley, rye, flax.
Men working there would carry mus-
kets and protect each other from the In-
dians. As relations settled, out-lying
fields would be used for grazing. Larg-
er gardens and an orchard for apple,
pear and plum would be ideally located
along the rich and moist river banks,
but that was taken up with the business
of the mills, and encampments of the
Newickawanock. So the most fertile
fields, “battlegrounds” (battle meant
fertile), would be faithfully cleared and
dunged to be used for a larger kitchen
garden or orchard. This would prefer-
ably be on a slight slope with water to
irrigate running down from a spring

Courtesy of Laurie York

An iron shovel, a wooden pitchfork, a
large wooden water bucket, and a wattle
fence can be seen in this photo of the
gardens at the Aptucxet Trading Post.

All kinds of treasures at the Humphrey &
Lucy Chadbourne’s Colonial Garden

See GARDEN, page 7
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stream or well. Bee skeps (straw hives)
to pollinate and for honey would be in
the gardens. They brought honey bees
from England as there were none here.

The road we now traverse to ac-
cess the Chadbourne homesite is
named Vine Street indicating a long es-
tablished vineyard was once there.
Though no evidence remains of the
vines that once filled the slopes down
to Leigh’s mill pond, the road name
suggests the presence of the vines be-
fore the river was damned.

The busy lady(s) of the Manor also
took the responsibility for preparing
herbal simples (remedies) and for treat-
ing those living in and around the
Manor for many illnesses from sore
throats and wabbly teeth to head lice
and putrid sores. But her life was not
all trying work and ministering to oth-
ers. Even here in the wilderness life re-
flected some of the pleasure culture,
music, poetry, emerging in England
after the Renaissance. Flowers and

over thirty varieties of roses were cul-
tured simply for their beauty and fra-
grance. At this time Shakespeare, liv-
ing in Warwickshire just thirty miles
from Tamworth, wrote splendidly of
gardens and flowers.

Dear Lucy Chadbourne may have
grown roses and sweet smelling herbs,
lavender, violets, rosemary, orange
mint, to strew in her closet, hallways
and among the linens—at least I hope
so.

Courtesy of Laurie York

Laurie York, dressed in period costume, works at the Aptucxet Trading Post gar-
dens, circa 1630, in Bourne, Massachusetts.

T
his is an unusual time in the
history of the world, where
we are increasingly aware of
and deeply affected by

events from half way around the world.
The difference now is that we seldom
have to wait for the messenger to come
discreetly knocking on our door, we
receive information via telephone, fax,
e-mail, radio and television. Almost
before one has time to process the
information, a reporter may be at your
door seeking your reaction. Such has
been the sad state of many families
who live in uneasiness with loved ones

who may be far away from home, serv-
ing in the armed forces or working at
paramilitary positions in a world filled
with unrest. 

I try to ignore the craziness while
trying to stay informed about condi-
tions around the world that may affect
my son serving in Iraq. Many families
with loved ones overseas are doing the
same thing. We all know that we have
to be careful of messages we send to
those serving because our opinions ei-
ther buoy them along so that they are
free to concentrate on the job at hand,
or we can throw them off balance, and

that could have deadly consequences.
Regardless of our political opinions,
I’m encouraged by an almost universal
support of our soldiers as they face
peril.

As I was thinking about conse-
quences, I started to consider the con-

From the Desk of the Editor…

See EDITOR, page 8

GARDEN, continued from page 6
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sequences our forebears endured from
having taking certain bold stances. As a
study to gain perspective here are some
noteworthy consequences to contem-
plate around Independence Day. Have
you ever wondered what happened to
the fifty-six signers of the Declaration
of Independence?

• Five signers were captured by
the British as traitors, and tor-
tured before they died.

• Twelve had their homes ran-
sacked and burned. Many lost
sons serving in the war.

• Nine died from wounds or
hardship related to the Revolu-
tionary War.

What kind of men were these sign-
ers of this historic document?

Twenty-four were lawyers or ju-
rists. Eleven were merchants, nine
were farmers and large plantation own-
ers. They were all men of means, but
they signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence knowing the penalty would
be death if they were captured.

Almost universally, the signers or
their families had to occasionally go
into hiding. Many suffered sustained
abuse as they became hunted men,
whose families were watched during
the long days of the revolution. 

It is an old story, but important to
reflect upon again, that the cost of free-
dom has always been high and dear. As
many of us have family member serv-
ing abroad we are reminded how very
unique the freedom we take for granted
here in America truly is.

This was brought home to me a
few months ago when Adam sent me a
message seeking old bookbags and
simple school supplies for Iraqi chil-
dren. The Engineer Battalion is con-

structing schools, replacing the win-
dowless mud and hay structures. It is
his platoon’s dream to be able to give
each child a bookbag with paper and
pencils to start school. A five-room
school house, complete with chalk
boards, spacious with windows, indoor
plumbing and a play ground will be
completed soon. These are part of the
freedoms we have taken for granted.

I pass along a worthwhile thought
to ponder. I don’t know the original au-
thor, but think it is worthy of at least
consideration. “About war...War is an
ugly thing, but not the ugliest of
things...The decayed and degraded
state of moral and patriotic feeling
which thinks that nothing is worth war
is much worse. A man who has nothing
for which he is willing to fight, nothing
he cares about more than his own per-
sonal safety, is a miserable creature
who has no chance of being free, un-
less made and kept so by the exertions
of better men than himself.”

I close with a poem from a Chad-
bourne from our past, Wilbur D.
Spencer, (1872-1952), noted historian,
native of Berwick, Maine. This was
first published in his volume From Out
The Void, Augusta, Maine. 1934.

THE DAWN OF AMERICAN FREEDOM

Ere farmers fought at Concord,
On a world-wide field of fame,
Ere the call for independence
Made America a name,
There were patriots in New Hampshire
And in Maine who had the will
And the foresight that provided
Powder burned at Bunker Hill.

Men of Berwick, men of Durham,
In those days of long ago,
Drifted down the tide at moonlight
On a river gundalow,
Past the ancient port of Portsmouth
With its harbor lights aglow,

Past the guns of Fort McClary
And its sentinels below;

Stormed the fort across the harbor,
Hauled the flag and spiked the guns– 
“Dogs of War might bark for England,
But no more should harm her sons;”
Took all arms and ammunition– 
Arms that borne on every field
Of the later Revolution
Made opponents die or yield.

These were men whom some called
traitors,

In the days of doubt and fear,
And upon the rolls of honor
Names of few may now appear;
Some were with Paul Jones in action
On the distant Irish sea;
Some were in the ranks at Monmouth
And at Yorktown under Lee.

Men of eloquence and courage,
Guards and friends of Washington,
Who would rally the despondent
Till the weary war was won;
Some were lost in flush of battle,
Others died in prison ships,
But their words and deeds awakened
Valiant hearts and loyal lips.

Men they were whose aims were
peaceful,

Men who knew and dreaded war,
But the services they rendered,
In a cause worth fighting for,
Taught the world a thrilling lesson
Which the ancients had not known:
That, in every plea for justice,
One can win and stand alone.

Men of Portsmouth, men of Berwick,
Men of Durham and unnamed!
They are gone, and their achievements
Never yet have been acclaimed;
Many of their resting places
Are unmarked, but their ideal
Of a universal freedom
Makes a monument more real.
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