
A
bout one hundred thirty
Chadbournes gathered in
the greater Berwick area
August 12-14, 2004, to

enjoy the wonderful activities planned
and come back to their roots. The
reunion partially coincided with the
archaeological dig (August 7-13) so
attendees had an opportunity to see
first hand what all The Pied Cow
reports actually meant in the practical
earth work of it all.

Thursday night, opening with a
lobsterfest/barbeque at picturesque
Beaverdam Campground in Berwick,
proved to be a great introduction to the
four-day event. Long-lost cousins be-
came reacquainted, and Chadbournes
who had not been east in years were
able to connect with their bigger fami-
ly. And it always is fun for some New
Englanders to give lessons to the new-
comers in the art of eating lobster! Pam
Ritter, Toby Hurley and George Lang-
lais manned the registration team aided
by Linda Hanscom and Chad Lichen-
wailler as needed. Mark Kaepplein
donned the chef hat as he manned the
grill aided by Howard. Gail Chad-
bourne Kaepplein and Carolyn Good-
win Geiler guided Chads along acting
as hostesses.

Berwick Academy Commons
proved to be a wonderful base for the
activities for the next day and a half as
two coach buses shuttled attendees to
various tours while box lunches were
available for all. Deborah L Chad-
bourne, editor of the Genealogical
Supplement, took advantage of the op-
portunity to set up her computer and in-
terview attendees of any changes in
their family data since the 1994 edition
was published. These entrees are in-
cluded in the newly published supple-
ment.

Friday’s coach tours included visit-
ing the archaeological dig while it was
in process; visiting the Old Fields
Cemetery, where it is thought the earli-
est Chadbournes, Spencers, and Good-
wins are buried; visiting the Judge
Benjamin Chadbourne Manor house;
and touring the 1785 Hamilton House
at Pipe-Stave Landing near Cow Cove,
where the Pied Cow first landed, bring-
ing William Chadbourne and his fami-
ly to America in 1634. 

We were also delightfully enter-
tained by Kate Chadbourne and friend,
who improvised with period pieces ac-
companied by piano, flute, violin, and
harp. George Langlais and Dr. Emer-
son “Tad” Baker introduced members
to the intricacies of the archaeological
site. Virginia Smith Alterio informed
Chads about the history of Judge Ben-
jamin Chadbourne’s home, while
member docents guided the groups
through. SPNEA docents told the his-
tory of the Hamilton House, and Kitty
Ahlquist Chadbourne discussed the
significance of the Pipe-stave Landing
location. And everyone agreed the
music was exquisite.

Friday evening brought us back to
Berwick Academy, where we enjoyed
a wonderful buffet at the Commons.
We then walked to the beautiful audito-
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M
embership in the CFA is open to all
descendants of William Chad-
bourne, immigrant from England to
the Piscataqua River area in 1634.

Membership is also open to descendants’ spouses
or other interested persons, including those
unlinked to William Chadbourne. 

Annual dues, payable in U.S. currency, are
#10/individual, $15/family, and $100/ a lifetime,
one- time payment. Membership runs from July 1
to June 30. Your mailing label will denote when
membership expires. Donations are welcome and
can be designated for research, publications, re-
unions, conservation dig or as a memorial.

Elaine Chadbourne Bacon
from The CFA
Elsia Chadbourne Langlais
from George Langlais
Alton Benson Jr.
from Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne
Dorothy Seaman 
from Charles Littlefield Seaman
Everett Giles
from The CFA
Donald McEwen Smith
from Diane Mather
Melvena Chadbourne Hanscom
from Linda M. Hanscom
Marjorie Chadbourn Ahlquist
from Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne
Margaret Hubbard Holmes
from Donald Holmes
Aaron Chadbourn
from Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne
Ruth Benson Landon
from The CFA
Elizabeth Chadbourne Verrill
from Dorothea Mosley Thompson

Memorial Donations
for Conservation of Artifacts 

from the Humphrey Chadbourne
Archaeological Project made in 

Loving Memory of:



T
en years after the publica-
tion of the notable 1994 edi-
tion of The Chadbourne
Family in America: A

Genealogy, compiled by Elaine Chad-
bourne Bacon for the Chadbourne
Family Association, we have complet-
ed the printed and bound supplement.
Two hundred and fifty have been pub-
lished. The cost is $15 for members,
libraries and societies. Non-members
will be charged $20. It has been com-
piled and edited by Deborah L. Chad-
bourne with the supportive help of
CFA genealogist, Toby L. Hurley and
contributing researchers. It does not
replace the 1994 edition. It supple-
ments it, incorporating all the correc-
tions and additions thus far. 

Hard-bound in brown with gold
script on the cover,  it is a handsome,
readable companion to the original ge-
nealogy. The 403-page 2004 Supple-
ment has its own every name index,
supplemental bibliography as well as
additional historical chapters. Chapters
include the background of the Pascat-
away River map, the Humphrey Chad-

bourne ar-
chaeologi-
cal site, the
Memorial
marker at Old
Fields Ceme-
tery, The Great 
House at Straw-
bery Banke and
the will of
Thomas Chatburne ca. 1550. This book
maintains the format of the 1994 vol-
ume; however, where the 1994 volume
followed the male line, this 2004 edi-
tion carries forward the Chadbourne
surname regardless of which parent
provided the name, whether the person
was born a Chadbourne or adopted the
Chadbourne name. There is more in-
formation on women, adoptive and
step-parents who have passed on their
surnames. 

Except for names needed to clarify
the subjects of new information, no
data from the 1994 edition is repeated.
If the ’94 edition stated when someone
was born but not where, this volume
will print birthplace but not repeat the

birth date. This volume is an update of
the 2000 CD-ROM version of the
Chadbourne Genealogy.

The volume sells for $15 with an
added $2 s/h charge. They are well
worth the investment and if you have
the original 1994 edition this volume is
a must. If there are libraries in your
area who have the 1994 edition, we
urge you to make sure they also have a
copy to update their reference material.
Copies may be ordered from Howard
Kaepplein. 

Research is still being compiled so
that we can keep up with the dynamics
of a growing family and are ever ready
to uncover details from our past. Be-
yond this published volume the Ge-
nealogical Research Committee has
extended the scope of their work com-
piling records of female lines and later
immigrant Chadbourne lines. If you
have any information that might help
with those lines please continue to send
information to Toby Hurley, Genealo-
gist, Deborah Chadbourne, Book Edi-
tor or Ted Chadbourne, Genealogical
Research Chair.
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Chadbourne Family in America: A Genealogy 2004 Supplement

T
he much acclaimed
monogrammed spoon
and swan seal have
been reproduced and

are available for purchase to the
CFA membership. The original
spoon was uncovered in the
archaeological dig of the
Humphrey Chadbourne homesite
in 1997. It became the confirming
evidence that the site was indeed

the homesite of Humphrey and
Lucy Chadbourne and not some
other site. It was an initialed
spoon. In the excitement this gen-
erated, other important facts about
the spoon lay hidden until it came
under careful examination and

The Humphrey and Lucy Chadbourne
Spoon and Seal Reproductions

Top: Spoon front
Bottom: Spoon back.

See SPOONS, page 8

The supplement up-
dates the CD-Rom.



rium and were entertained with a read-
ing from Sarah Orne Jewett about
Berwick more than a hundred years
ago and delightfully entertained by
Kate Chadbourne at the baby grand
piano. Kate was able to sell several of
her CDs to the membership, who thor-
oughly enjoyed her performance. Her
varied repertoire included old Gaelic
and English music as well as original
compositions. She is accomplished in
piano, vocal, harp and flute, a truly tal-
ented musician/storyteller whose plea-
sure in music is infectious.

Saturday proved to be another fine
day for touring the area. Coach tours
took participants to the SPNEA-owned
Sarah Orne Jewett home in the center
of South Berwick and then to the
Counting House to view the artifacts
from the Humphrey Chadbourne ar-
chaeological dig site preserved by the
Old Berwick Historical Society with
the partnership of The Chadbourne
Family Association. 

The Sarah Orne Jewett home is
significant for several reasons. The
home itself was originally built by John
and Lydia (Chadbourne) Haggins be-
fore 1790. The home was inherited by
their daughter, Anne Haggins, who
sold it to Dr. Thomas Jewett before
1847. This brought the home into the
Jewett family, and it then became the
childhood home of author Sarah Orne
Jewett. Though Sarah was not a Chad-
bourne descendant, she was a member
of the allied family of Alexander Shap-
leigh. Sarah was a sixth grand-niece of
Lucy (Treworgye) Chadbourne
through her mother, Caroline (Perry)
Jewett. Sarah Orne Jewett’s writings
are among the finest for gaining a sense

of life in Old Berwick and the people
who lived there.

It was thrilling to see the wonder-
ful care of the artifacts from the dig that
are currently on display at the museum
of the Old Berwick Historical Society.
To view items close up, those with
computers can simply log on to the
OBHS website http://www.obhs.net.
More information can be found report-
ed by George Langlais in this issue of
The Pied Cow (see page 7). 

Saturday evening buffet was en-
joyed at the noted New England Center
of University of New Hampshire in
Durham, N.H., about a half-hour drive
from South Berwick. We were pleased
to host Dr. Emerson Baker, who over-
sees the Chadbourne Archaeology Pro-
ject. Through slides and lecture he up-
dated us on his current observations
about this ongoing project that has
proven to be so valuable for 17th cen-
tury discovery of colonial civilization
in northern New England. Its signifi-

cance has been of national proportions,
since previous history lessons were
based on generalized assumptions of
colonial life in other, more well-
known, parts of America. Northern
New England was described as being
populated by settlers who lived in hov-
els. The Chadbourne Archaeological
project has totally debunked that pre-
sumption and gained its place on the
national scene of significant historic
treasures. 

Sunday morning brought an invit-
ing brunch at the New England Center
followed by Chad-Chat and the Gener-
al Assembly Meeting, where new offi-
cers were elected. The setting and the
well-designed program served to facil-
itate several mini family reunions with-
in the context of the larger Chadbourne
family. Sisters Nancy Chadbourne
Maze and Joan Chadbourne brought
their grown children with their children
for a wonderful mini reunion. Nancy
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Audrey Casazza

The Guy and Helen Chadbourne family waits for the ferry at the 20th anniversary
reunion in August.

20TH CHADBOURNE FAMILY REUNION:
REUNION, continued from page 1

See REUNION 2, page 5



and Joan were joined by brother Joseph
and his family as well. Guy and Helen
Chadbourne enjoyed the presence of
several nieces and nephews. The
Dwight and Warren Chadbourne fami-
lies and sister Mabie Dow also joined
us for the first time. Larry McClain
Chadbourne traveled from San Fran-
cisco and agreed to sit on the Board as

a west coast contact. Dorothea and
Gerald Thompson celebrated their an-
niversary during the reunion. Many of
our Shapleigh cousins were also able to
join in the celebrations. 

A few members stepped forward
and generously donated to help defray
the costs of the reunion. Weather and
sudden economic turns had forced last-
minute cancellations by several expect-
ed attendees, leaving some reservations

unfulfilled. So these gracious dona-
tions were welcome.

Following brunch was the General
Assembly Meeting that voted in the
new slate of officers. A general mem-
bership meeting followed the vote.

The spirits were high among the
attendees as the historical region of our
forebears and the contact with family
brought a welcome sense of focus on
what is good and right in the world.
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Coming back to our roots
REUNION 2, continued from page 4

by Pam Ritter

O
ur reunion speaker, history
professor and archaeolo-
gist Dr. Emerson “Tad”
Baker of Salem State Col-

lege gave an excellent power point pre-
sentation and enthusiastic description
of the Chadbourne dig project. Starting
from its inception for the benefit of
new attendees, he showed us how the
project has progressed since 1995.
From ‘spending a day’ with local
teacher, Brad Fletcher, looking for the
original trading post, it’s come to find-
ing five building sites of a family com-
pound. 

On that first day in 1995, Brad
picked up a piece of 17th century pipe
stem, which Tad with his expertise im-
mediately recognized for what it in-
deed was, and remarked, “ You don’t
need me, you’ve found the site!” That
impelled the decision to return in 1996
with a volunteer crew to conduct a true
archaeological dig.

From the beginning, it was intend-
ed as an educational project; many of
the volunteers have been teachers, and
even those who aren’t have, thanks to
Tad’s leadership, learned much. By
now, twelve teachers in local schools
have designed dig-based curriculum
for their students. More than 40,000 ar-
tifacts have been found, and thousands
of dollars have been needed for the
conservation of the most culturally
valuable iron pieces. Memorial contri-
butions have been made by the CFA
and its members to insure proper con-
servation of these valuable artifacts
that are on display at the museum of
the Old Berwick Historical Society.
This museum has drawn visitors from
all over the world. 

Thanks to Tad’s wider experience,
he can relate the Chadbourne site to
other early sites in the Northeast and
elsewhere, from a sunken ship in the
St. Lawrence River to Newfoundland,
Plymouth Plantation or the Jamestown
settlement. His knowledge is such that

he has been a consultant to advise the
recent PBS production “Colonial
House” (shown on television Spring
2004). The Chadbourne Archaeologi-
cal site specifically is well documented
in a six page feature of the Spring 2004
issue of American Archaeologist.

Upper New England archaeology
is valuable because of the extensive
loss of vital documents during the 100
year French & Indian Wars (1660s-
1760s +/-) that forced rapid migration
to safer quarters and general disarray.
Consequently, anything that survived is
precious indeed. As Tad remarked,
“We don’t know if Humphrey had
dogs, or what he ate for dinner.” Many
such daily details aren’t recorded, other
than from the bones and artifacts re-
trieved at the site.

Humphrey’s home was a substan-
tial complex, apparently built in sever-
al stages. It differs in this way from
typical Massachusetts homes of the
same era. Tad surmises that Humphrey

Extending the Connections: 
A report on Dr. Emerson Baker’s presentation 

See BAKER, page 6



may have amassed an early fortune by
fur trading as well as saw-milling.
Humphrey’s 1667 will proved a for-
tune exceeding £1713, compared to the
typical £100-200 in that day. His will
listed out buildings alone at £350, plus
household goods, mill equipment, oxen
and “five serving men and maydes.”
(These servants may have been inden-
tured or ‘immigrants-by-contract’ as
William and Humphrey had originally
had been).

His connections through marriage
and business with the Shapleigh family
were both valuable and essential. Arti-
facts support the assertion that business
interests and trade were wide-ranging,
from England to Newfoundland and
the Caribbean. They had dual power
bases with both Royalists and Puritans;
almost a necessity since they could
never be sure who would control the
colony from year to year. Humphrey
was accepted by the Puritan sector;
Nicholas Shapleigh was a leading Roy-
alist and Quaker sympathizer, from a
wealthy family who came from Devon
to Newfoundland in their own ship.

Massachusetts Colony powers-
that-were (Maine was an extension of
Massachusetts at that time) did not
countenance Quakers running the
town. Since Berwick was considered
North Kittery, Shapleigh (of Kittery)
was decertified as Town Selectman.
His replacement was his business part-
ner and near relative through marriage,
Humphrey Chadbourne (Berwick resi-
dent).

Humphrey built his 30’ x 42’ house
about 1664, as shown by dated arti-
facts. It was probably completed before
his death in 1667. (It is reasonable to
presume the family lived somewhere
on the land earlier). This large home
was built in a hurry; part of it had no

cellar and no stone foundation, only
‘corner posts’ and ‘sleepers’ (beams on
grade). Its fancy hardware and plas-
tered parlor walls were rare, as were
the numerous leaded windows. Re-
mains of all this have been found at the
dig. It all is a testimony to the extensive
wealth at the time. A protective pal-
isade fence was probably destroyed be-
fore the house was burned in the 1690
Indian raid.

Many artifacts found have been
tools: axes, hoes, adzes, sawblades,
timberdogs, draw shaves. Selectively
they have been conserved through an
expensive process. Tad believes that
some pieces found here (iron yokes,
large sawblades, collars and chains) are
the only 17th century sawmill hard-
ware surviving in the United States. 

Tad showed photographs of the
monogrammed silver spoon uncovered
in the 1997 excavation. It is the fifth
known John Hull spoon in the country.
He also showed pictures of French
faience, Portuguese & Italian majolica
and German stoneware. English
Staffordshire, Delft and Totnes have
been found. Similar ceramics were also
found in Jamestown and Newfound-
land, where Lucy Treworgye Chad-
bourne’s father James was governor.
Ceramics found this year were more
large, thick-walled shards, likely pots
and storage jugs.

The fancy spurs (a 17th century
Maserati) found were a status symbol
since few citizens in those roadless
days had horses. Buttons of silver-
wound thread and buckles with rosettes
can be related to European portraits of
aristocracy.

Geology professors Peter and
Jeanette Sablock returned this year
with the ground-penetrating radar
equipment (see George Langlais’ re-
port on page 7 ). 

Interest in this dig remains high.

There were fifty people participating at
the site this year; one day showed
twenty-nine participants at one time. In
the lab, as many as a dozen volunteer
cleaners were jammed together at the
two rows of work tables with their
dishpans of water, carton-trays, tooth-
brushes, strainers, dental picks and
pipe cleaners– not to mention reams of
paper towels. All were necessary tools
to meticulously safely clean away cen-
turies of dirt. Workers were mostly
local and included some from the dig
site; but also a few were from Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and Ohio. 

We look forward to the conclu-
sions Dr. Baker makes through the
winter as he better examines the evi-
dence gathered this year. That will set
the goals for next year’s project.

Memorial donations for the con-
servation of artifacts can be made with
checks made out to the Old Berwick
Historical Society/Chadbourne dig and
mailed to The Chadbourne Family As-
sociation. Donations of at least $100
will be published in a memorial chart
displayed at the OBHS Museum where
the artifacts are shown.
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BAKER, continued from page 5

The logo for the Chadbourne dig,
based on an excavated seal (top).
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Vice President/ Dig Liaison George
Langlais report

A
mong the significant
items found in this year’s
dig, there is our third
“lead cloth seal.” This

seal is embossed with the name “Som-
erset” and the number “71.” Lead seals
were attached to the outside corner sec-
tion of bolts of cloth. These durable
artifacts provide invaluable informa-
tion on the types of cloth being utilized,
and potentially their geographical ori-
gins. Some of the lead seals are dated
and provide useful chronological infor-
mation. Our seal may indicate the year
1671 from Somerset, England.

Another great find was a “match-
lock.” You may be familiar with the ex-
pressions “lock, stock and barrel”
being used to mean the whole thing.
These are all the parts of a rifle. The
lock is made up of all the working parts
of a rifle. While a flintlock used a piece
of flint to create a spark to ignite the
gunpowder, a match-lock had a fuse
which was continually burning to ig-
nite the gunpowder.

This year’s dig was the first at
which the term “Complex” was used to
describe the house of Humphrey Chad-
bourne and the other surrounding
structures. Dr. Peter Sablock, Geology
Department Chair from Salem State
College, used ground penetrating radar
to discover a new building, “Structure
Four” which is now being called the
barn. He also helped us to find a feature
to the left of the main house. At first, it
was believed to be a drainage ditch to
carry rain water away before it entered
the structures down hill from the

house. As the week went on, however,
a row of rocks was uncovered at the
bottom of the trench about two feet
down. That row of rocks coincided
with the width of the main house and
was located about fifteen feet from it.
This is now being considered the sill
trench for a major addition off the left
of the main house. The excavation of
this ditch yielded a number of large
pieces of broken red ware.

As Dr. Sablock was using the
ground-penetrating radar equipment,
testing indicated a ‘large anomaly’ in
the slope on the hill; it appeared to be
another cellar hole, about 18’ x 24’.
The original Structure 1 house is now
believed to be 30’ x 56’, including a
14’ wide extension found this year. A
sill indicates a house addition– perhaps
in the 1680s. Preliminary excavation
revealed a delftware cup found (and
left?) in a pit wall.

As the dig was coming to a close

for this year, Dr. Sablock, working far
out on the hill, about fifty feet north,
was overheard saying to his team,
“There’s something out here!” Could
this be Structure Five? Plans for Dig
2005 are underway.

Archaeological Dig Report
Seal, matchlock among finds in this year’s dig

Left: From left: Deborah
Chadbourne, George
Langlais, and Kate Chad-
bourne at the Humphrey &
Lucy Chadbourne dig. 

Below: Dr. Peter Sablock
maneuvering the ground-
penetrating radar equip-
ment.

Photos by Pam Ritter



by Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne, Editor

I
trust you all had a wonderful hol-
iday with many precious memo-
ries stored away to nurture you
through quiet winter months.

Perhaps the Pied Cow will bring back
nostalgic moments if you were among
the fortunate attendees of our last
reunion. It was a great time to get
acquainted and re-acquainted with
Chadbournes from near and far.

Our thoughts of comfort and en-
couragement go out to all who have
suffered from the devastating climatic
challenges and those who have lost
loved ones through war or illness. It
seems that as long as there has been
recorded history there has also been
stories of devastating events that some-
time overwhelm the human spirit.

Whenever I was confronted with
worrisome or difficult news my reme-
dy was three-fold: first, pray; second,
read stories of prior generations who

endured devastating conditions yet
their spirits were never defeated by
those events; third, find something
good to do for someone else. In-
evitably, this approach would comfort
my spirit and help me gain perspective.
I went to more military funerals of sol-
diers who died too young, visited
graves with mourning widows, en-
dured very tense times as I heard of
fearsome weather conditions in Flori-
da, California and mid-west, and paced
back and forth upon hearing of bomb-
ings in Iraq. Through it all, I tried to
focus on the good that could be gleaned
from the horrendous as so much of the
world seemed off-kilter.

I have been reading the newly re-
leased 2004 Supplement. It is filled
with wonderful Chadbourne anecdotes
that can give encouragement to the rest
of us—real stories of real people. I urge
you all to purchase a copy and make
sure your nearby library has a copy as
a companion to the 1994 edition.

Future issues will include more
recipes, progress reports from English
roots and genealogical research, Chad-
bournes in the news, hometown recol-
lections and stories from our webmas-
ter. The deadline for submissions is
mid-May for June publication. 

We have had correspondence from
Murray and Alice (Goodwin) Sharp, 39
Lost Trail Rd., Roswell, NM 88201 (T:
505-625-0961 E: tdcsharp@roswell.
net). The Goodwin Family Organiza-
tion has several copies of the book
Daniel Goodwin of Old Kittery, Maine
and his Descendants by John Hayes
Goodwin, edited by John E. Frost, with
an every-name index. If interested,
contact Murray or Alice directly.

Stay warm and safe, and be sure to
have some fun.
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research in 2003 and 2004.
In addition to the engraved initials

of Humphrey and Lucy Chadbourne, it
also bears the marks of its makers,
John Hull and his partner, Robert
Sanderson. John Hull was the first sil-
versmith in America and also, the first
mint-master. He made the Pine-Tree
shillings in 1652 and some years there-
after. His contract with the Massachu-
setts Bay Colony to produce these
coins made him the wealthiest man in
New England.

The spoon is replicated in sterling
silver, complete with accurate mark-
ings. It is 7.25” long and the spoon

bowl is 2” diameter. It is sheathed in a
silver-safe pocket and boxed for gift-
giving with a descriptive paper certify-
ing its authenticity. It sells for $80.

The bronze swan seal has been ac-
curately reproduced the identical size
as the original found at the archaeolog-
ical site. The oval seal .75” x .50” and
.75” in depth is handsome. It depicts
the intricate design of the swan like
bird and was originally used to seal
documents with a hot wax imprint
from the swan. The back is designed
with a natural loop to hang the seal
from a chain or cord that you would
provide on your own. This would be a
very attractive necklace. 

The swan seal was found in the

1998 Archaeological dig and has been
conserved. It has been found that simi-
larly designed wax seals were available
in the colonies and since the Chad-
bournes did not have a family crest,
this seal was not unique to them. But
wax seals were limited to literate peo-
ple and we know both Humphrey and
Lucy were capable managers and
wrote impressive wills with fine hand
writing. Humphrey was a Town Select-
man and Town Clerk. 

The swan seal reproduction sells
for $15.

These reproductions can be pur-
chased through Howard Kaepplein.
Checks should be made out to the CFA.
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