
Contributed by member Janet Ross,
#319.211

A
t 3:30 p.m. on November
14, 1904, according to the
weekly newspaper in the
small Minnesota town of

Blue Earth, “the largest crowd in the
city’s history assembled before the
public library. Present were not only
townsfolk but also friends and relatives
from far and wide. Businesses were
closed. The crowd filled the lawn and
spread into the street.” The occasion
was the dedication by Will Ross, the
town’s mayor, of the library he had
built for the city as a memorial to his
wife, Etta Chadbourn Ross. She had
died of pneumonia a year before in
Pasadena, where she had gone to avoid
the frigid Minnesota winter. She was
forty-eight years old.

Etta had been one of the leading
literary lights of Blue Earth, and a free
public library had been one of her

dreams. In 1902 a group of townsfolk
investigated the Carnegie Foundation
for funding of their dream. But the
offer came “with strings attached.”
Then Will Ross, christened William
Ellery Channing Ross after the New
England pastor and known in the town
as “W.E.C.,” spoke up. “I will build a
library for the city,” he said. “It must be
free and open to everyone.” 

That evening there would be a for-
mal dedication at the city’s Opera
House. The high school glee club and
orchestra would perform. Stella Reid,
the local music teacher, would sing
“Good Night, Beloved,” in memory of
Etta. The Honorable Cyrus Northrup,
president of the University of Min-

nesota, would speak. But at the simple
afternoon celebration it was Will Ross
that the people came to hear.

“A library is more than a fine
building,” he told them. “It is…a draw-
ing room, free to all people,…where
they can become acquainted with and
receive instruction from the learned
and cultivated of all ages.” As he dedi-
cated the library to the memory of his
departed wife, Will went on to say,
“many men who call themselves ‘self-
made’ would find on examination that
to their wives would go the credit for a
large measure of their prosperity and
traits of character of which they are so
proud.”

Memorial Library celebrates 100 years
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M
embership in the CFA is open to all
descendants of William Chadbourne,
immigrant from England to the Pis-
cataqua River area in 1634. Member-

ship is also open to descendants’ spouses or other
interested persons, including those unlinked to
William Chadbourne.

Annual dues, payable in U.S. Currency, are $10/
individual, $15/Family, and $100/ a lifetime, one-
time payment. Membership runs from July 1 to June
30. Your mailing label will denote when member-
ship expires. Donations are welcome and can be des-
ignated for research, publications, reunions, conser-
vation dig or as a memorial.

Violet Chadbourne Sinclair by Marshall Sinclair

Memorial Donations for the
Conservation of Artifacts:
Elaine Chadbourne Bacon by The CFA
Elsia Chadbourne Langlais by George Langlais
Alton Benson Jr. by Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne
Dorothy Seaman by Charles Littlefield Seaman
Everett Giles by The CFA
Donald McEwen Smith by Diane Mather
Melvena Chadbourne Hanscom by Linda M.

Hanscom
Marjorie Chadbourn Ahlquist by Kitty Ahlquist

Chadbourne
Margaret Hubbard Holmes by Donald Holmes
Aaron Chadbourn by Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne
Ruth Benson Landon by The CFA
Elizabeth Chadbourne Verrill by Dorothea Mosley

Thompson
John “Jack” E. Chadbourne by Ted & Kitty

Chadbourne

Memorial Donations

Visit our website at 
www.CHADBOURNE.org
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A
Fitting Memorial,” was the
way Howard K. Chad-
bourne of Quincy, MA
described the park, recent-

ly dedicated to his late father, Kerry H.
Chadbourne (#1122). The park is
located on the waterfront side of 275
apartment complex known as the
Clement A. O’Brien Towers in the Ger-
mantown area of Quincy. The O’Brien
towers is home to senior citizens and
handicapped tenants. Kerry Chad-
bourne, though retired at the time of his
death November 2003, had worked
through the Housing Authority and
Local 133 out of the very location that
has now honored his many years of
selfless work with the creation of this
nice park which has six concrete tables
and benches around an octagonal sum-
merhouse and appropriate plantings. A
commemorative marker designates the
space to the memory of this worker
who was friend to so many. 

Howard continued to remark that
he has driven by in the evening and
seen the park being used by the tenants
of the Towers. “It’s really heartwarm-
ing, “ he said. “There’s somebody sit-
ting out here with the grandkids or
themselves, and it’s really awesome.”
—Kerry H. Chadbourne was the
brother of Gail Chadbourne Kaep-
plein of Harvard, MA 

“Fellowship, friends restore
church” was the title of a recent Port-
land Press Herald article (August 20,
2005) that explained the Anchor Mis-
sionary Fellowship’s goal of restoring
an 1838 church building that had fallen
into disrepair from disuse. The small,
thirty-five member congregation is
composed primarily of university pro-
fessors, classical musicians, students

and other professionals—none with
building trades background. But they
are willing to learn and apply them-
selves to the tasks of the hard work of
tediously replacing timbers, flooring
and painting. Key to planning and im-
plementing the renovation is CFA
member Earle N. Ahlquist (#585.42)
of Scarborough, Maine. 

Ahlquist attended a bean supper at
the nearby historic church, located at
the crossroads of Buxton and Scarbor-
ough, and became acquainted with the
restoration challenge. Ahlquist, at 79
years old, is retired from his career in
building trades and house-moving.
Ahlquist has become an integral part of
the restoration project where his years
of work with old buildings and his
unique love for the history of the area
have proved exactly what has been
needed to face this situation. Because
the Fellowship is involved in mission-
ary work in Siberia, Ecuador and
Ethiopia, they are trying to do most of
the labor themselves, being careful to

follow Ahlquist’s guidance. On
Ahlquist’s part, “I like helping people
who are willing to work some them-
selves, and are willing to learn.” 

Laurel Chadbourne Bezanson
(#1020) of South Portland, Maine is
the eloquent advocacy chair of the
Maine Breast Cancer Coalition with a
mission of finding a cure. Laurel is a
nurse, wife and mother of two grown
children. Sixteen years ago, when her
children were only four and eleven, she
contracted breast cancer. Her children
are now 21 and 28 and she added,
thankfully, “I’ve been able to see them
grow into wonderful people.” Laurel
recognizes however that 80 percent of
women diagnosed do not have known
risk factors, and that more than
200,000 women in the United States
will be diagnosed annually, and many
will still die.

Chadbournes in the news

Earle N. Ahlquist, lower right, has do-
nated his skills and time to help restore
the 1838 church at the intersection of
Buxton and Scarborough, Maine, pic-
tured above. The church is now owned
by Anchor Missionary Fellowship.

See NEWS, page 9



POUND CAKE

1 c. butter 1 2⁄3 c. sugar
5 large eggs 1 teas. vanilla
2 c. twice sifted flour 1⁄2 c. milk

Cream together butter and sugar until
light and fluffy. Add eggs one at a time,
being sure to beat thoroughly after each
egg. Blend in vanilla. (If using a mixer,
beating time should be at least 10 min-
utes, if beating by hand—beat at least
30 minutes). Add flour alternately with
milk, beating thoroughly (using elec-
tric mixer on low speed). 

Pour into greased 10” tube pan that
has been sprinkled with a small amount
of sugar. Bake in preheated oven
(350o) 1 hour, or until cake tester
comes out clean. Cool in pan on rack
10 minutes, then remove from pan.
Cool on rack.

—Marjorie Chadbourn Ahlquist 
1905-78

Our great grandmothers made their
pound cakes with a pound of every in-
gredient—flour, sugar, butter, eggs,
etc… hence, the name Pound cake. No
leavening agent was used except air
that was beaten in and often separated
eggs. With the adaptation of electric
mixers, smaller amounts of ingredients
can be used for the same ultimate ef-
fect. These cakes could be kept for
weeks in an earthen jar, closely cov-

ered, first dipping letter-paper in
brandy and placing over the top of the
cake before covering the crockery.
They were often served with fruit
sauce at afternoon tea.

A PLAIN POUND CAKE
Beat to a cream one pound of butter
with one pound of sugar, after mixing
well with the beaten yolks of twelve
eggs, one grated nutmeg, one glass of
wine, one glass of rose-water. Then stir
in one pound of sifted flour, and the
well-beaten whites of the eggs. Pour
into a greased pan. Bake a nice light
brown in a moderately hot oven.

RASPBERRY SYRUP
raspberries
lump of sugar
white of an egg

Mash the raspberries and dilute them
with a moderate addition of water, then
strain them to divide the thick from the
clear part. To every quart of this clear
liquid put one pound lump sugar pul-
verized, and boil all together on the fire
in a preserving pan. Skim and clarify
carefully the sugar, using the white of
an egg beaten in water. (beat egg white
with water, skim across the hot liquid
to attract the sugar residue—discard

the beaten egg white). When the syrup
is at the right degree (throw a drop into
a glass of water. If it fixes itself to the
bottom, it is ready). Remove from heat,
let cool. Bottle. Make sure lid is tight.
—Sarah (Day) Chadbourn 1810-1845,

Waterborough, Maine

TO CLEAN MONUMENTS
Soak cleaning cloths in a bucket of
white vinegar (a mild acid). Lay cloths
over the stone. Let soak in. Brush away
lichens. Wire brush can safely be used
on granite but never on marble. Re-do
the white vinegar soak if necessary.
Then wash entire stone with mild dish
detergent and water. Scrub with a non-
wire brush. Rinse. Re-wash if neces-
sary. Final rinse with diluted bleach so-
lution. Let stone air dry. Elbow grease
is a must when cleaning monuments. 

—Donald E. Feeney, 
Monument Restorer
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Chad’s Olde Time Recipes & Remedies

Mehitable Plaisted Godwin stone in
Old Fields Cemetery.



R
eunion Chairman, Arlene
Verity and her committee
have planned an appealing
reunion. Two bed & break-

fasts have been alerted to our needs;
contact them ASAP if you want to
reserve. One is High Meadow Bed &
Breakfast, 4 Brixham Rd., Eliot, ME
03903 (207-439-0590)—4 rooms
available at $90. The other is The
Schooner House Inn & Barn Tavern,
17 Portland, Ave., Dover, NH (603-
743-3435). The Schooner House B&B
has six rooms reserved until Oct. 1).
Make your own reservations, no
later than the end of September.
Early arrivals gather at the Barn Tavern
Pub Friday October 14, for 6 p.m.
cocktails. Dinner at 7 p.m. Though we
will sit together, we can order off the
menu and pay on our own.

Saturday, October 15 promises to
be an interesting day starting with
meeting at the Counting House, So
Berwick, ME for Complete Breakfast

Buffet 9:30–10:30 a.m. ($8.50 (featur-
ing coffee, juice, homefries, bacon,
sausage, scrambled eggs, French toast,
pastry tray). 10:30–noon is available
for a walking tour of So Berwick, Old
Fields Cemetery, or tour on your own
or visit the museum of Old Berwick
Historical Society which houses the ar-
tifacts conserved from the Humphrey
Chadbourne Archaeological Dig. De-
tailed maps for guided tours will be
available. Lunch on your own.

The evening’s program is sure to
be special as we travel from So
Berwick to Chadbourn’s Restaurant in
Northwood, NH, gathering there by
5:30 p.m. We can travel together leav-
ing the Counting House by 5 p.m. as 
we proceed to Northwood, NH. Began
by Robert L. Chadbourn (#767) in
1963 and continued by son Robert
(#946), Chadbourn’s has maintained a
fine reputation.

Chadbourn’s Restaurant offers
tasty family fare at a reasonable price.

For Saturday evening dinner, we will
order off the menu with expected din-
ner entrée prices to vary between $7-
15. They are especially noted for mari-
nated steak tips, but offer other comfort
foods like seafood, steaks, ham or
chicken and of course Saturday New
England baked beans. 

Saturday evening’s guest speaker
will be Nathan Hazen, UNH professor
and Marine Docent, will speak on the
Gundalow project and ship-building on
the Piscataqua River.

Dr. Hazen will address the colonial
mast trade to the clipper ship era. It is
sure to be interesting. 

Sunday, October 16, Chads will
regroup at OBHS Counting House, So
Berwick, ME Continental Breakfast
($5) at 9:00 a.m. 10:00 Chad-Chat,
General Assembly Meeting: Presi-
dent’s Report, Financial Reports, Com-
mittee Reports: Sales Reports, Geneal-
ogist Report, Publications Report,
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Chadbourne Family Association Annual
Reunion set for October 14, 15, 16, 2005

Deborah Chadbourne, second from left, shows onlookers at last year’s reunion the computer files she used to compile 
the 2004 Supplement. From left: Toby Hurley, Deb, CFA President Herbert W. Geiler Jr., George Langlais, bus driver, Pam
Ritter, Gail Kaepplein, Mark Kaepplein , Howard Kaepplein, and Roger Chadbourne.

See REUNION, page 11
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A
lmost every Maine and
New Hampshire coastal
town has a Spar or Mast
Road or Mast Hill Road,

hearkening back to the founding of the
town during the pre-Revolutionary
times. The History of Maine Woods by
Philip T. Coolidge (Furbish-Roberts
Printers. Bangor, ME. 1963. p.22-50)
mentions the first masts to be shipped
from South Berwick to mother Eng-
land from 1634-38: 

The vessel which brought the
first sawmill, the Pied Cowe,
loaded partly at Newichawan-
nock with “cloave” boards
(handmade pine clapboards) and
‘pipe staves’ (hewn oak staves
for hogsheads) completing her
cargo near Saco. Several car-
goes of pine masts were also
shipped to England, 1634-38.”
Coolidge goes on to further ex-
plain some of the early chal-
lenges these first hewers of tim-
ber faced.

A map (reprinted in Maine
Sawmills, a History by Paul E. Rivard.
Maine State Museum, 1990, p.17) enti-
tled “A Survey of the Piscataqua River
by: IB,” dated in the late 17th century
(found at the Public Records Office,
London) is very similar to the 1670
Piscataway River in New England in
style and design. Yet this Survey of the
Piscataqua is apparently aimed at po-
tential proprietors, investors and log-
gers. Both sides of the Newichawan-
nock River show forests as oake, pitch
pine, white pine. The mills are just
above Newichawannock Towne with
the Falls and the Fording Place
marked. Written to the side of the River

are the words “Great Masts floted
down here.” No buildings are on this
map, yet we know people were there
because mills are cited. What this map
reveals is ready raw materials (forests)
and transport means to a destination
point for production.

Though records are sketchy, there
is indication that the Chadbournes took
part in the vital mast trade. In order to
insure British pre-eminence of the
Royal Navy, shipbuilding became a
vital industry in 17th and 18th century
New England. So demanding was this
operation that in 1656 the town author-
ities of South Berwick passed an ordi-
nance against waste of timber. Towns
of New Hampshire soon passed similar
laws and in 1660 Kittery the number of
trees that could be felled was strictly
limited. (Coolidge p.25)

Events that were significant to the
fledgling communities in the new
world should be noted: 

1622—Royal Grant of territories be-
tween the Merrimack and Ken-
nebec Rivers to Sir Fernando
Gorges and Capt. John Mason,
naming themselves the Laconia
Company

1623—settlement of Dover Point at the
mouth of the Piscataqua

1629—division of Gorges-Mason
holdings at the Piscataqua River

1634—Pied Cow brings Chadbourne
and others to South Berwick

1635—Death of Mason

1642—Civil War in England—this re-
moved the incentive for Puritans to

leave England and generally
slowed down immigration to
Massachusetts.

1649, January—Charles I was behead-
ed.

1653—Puritan Massachusetts assumed
general jurisdiction over Maine
agreed to by popular vote town by
town (Scarborough and Falmouth
held out until 1658). It is important
to understand that Maine had been
settled as a royal grant to Gorges
and Mason and was first adminis-
tered under the directions of
Grantors located in England.
Massachusetts was founded as a
Commonwealth and did not ap-
prove of the liberal behavior of its
neighbors to the north. The absent
Grantors and unstable conditions
in England, added threats of Indian
unrest combined to persuade
Maine colonists to join with Mass-
achusetts. 

1655—a King’s Highway was estab-
lished from Falmouth to Kittery.
Though travel was substantially by
waterway, a horse-path was estab-
lished. Streams and rivers were
crossed by fords or wading places.

1660—restoration of English monar-
chy under Charles II 

Mast trade in the early Piscataqua

This Survey of the
Piscataqua is
apparently aimed at
potential proprietors,
investors and loggers. 
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1665—the Piscataqua region had more
than 20 sawmills

1671—the Portsmouth area exported
20,000 tons of boards & pipe-
staves, 10,000 quintals of fish, ten
shiploads of masts, and several
thousand furs.

1675—began King Philip’s War, one of
the worst Indian attacks in New
England.

1682—twenty-four sawmills are found
in Maine despite recurring Indian
attacks.

1685 –James II is crowned King

1688—Glorious Revolution with
William and Mary coming to the
throne.

1689-97—King William’s War

1690—French and Indian launch a
devastating raid on Piscataqua area

1691—Massachusetts Charter reserves
all white pine of size for the King.
The White Pine Acts, also known
as the Broad Arrow Policy devel-
oped as a result of this initial act.
Subsequent laws reinforced these
statutes increasing the tension be-
tween the colonists and the moth-
erland.

1734—John Frost, Berwick, ME, first
challenged in court the White Pine
Acts, claiming that trees growing
on his land could not belong to the
crown. After one decade of transat-
lantic legal battling, nothing was
decided. (R.G. Albion. Forests and
Sea Power. Cambridge,MA. 1926.
Pp. 266-7)

Charles E. Clark (The Eastern

Frontier, the Settlement of Northern
New England, 1610-1763. Knopf Pub.
NY. 1970) described the geography of
northern New England in the early
1600s as filled with forests, much of it
tall pines. The largest white pine on
record was found in southern New
Hampshire near the Merrimack River.
It measured seven feet, eight inches
across the butt and stood as high as
250feet. The more common tree was
about a yard across with a height of
100 feet. They grew so close together
that they were unable to sprout sub-
stantial limbs for the first eighty feet,
thus they were ideally suited to fit the
King’s Royal Navy with strong masts
or clear boards.

Proprietors must have looked at
the rich forests as a veritable gold

mine. Premium lumber would insure
Britain’s supremacy on the ocean. Tra-
ditionally, English oak was used for
ship’s hulls and Riga fir, imported from
the Baltics, served as masts. However,
European forests were rapidly dwin-
dling and the Baltic area was not al-
ways politically stable. The first-
growth forests of New England were a
welcome answer. It took very little
time for English entrepreneurs to con-
tract favorably with the Royal Navy to
ensure safe delivery of the timber to the
shipyards of Plymouth and Ports-
mouth, England. Initially all ships were
constructed in England. New England
provided raw material. The licensed
lumber companies on the Thames re-
ceived the big profits. They held a

See MAST TRADE, page 11

Courtesy Maine State Museum

A Survey of the Piscataqua River
Detail from a map of Maine, circa 1700. 



I can see my grandfather Will as I
remember him, standing straight and
tall at the top of the steps, framed by
the two ionic columns, his hat at his
usual jaunty angle, his gray silk muffler
around his neck, and the black velvet
collar of his gray overcoat turned up
against the biting wind.

In 1894, Will’s thirteen-year-old
son Guy wrote his autobiography dur-
ing his summer vacation. His name,
Guy, reflected Etta’s reading of Sir
Walter Scott. His second name, Whitti-
er, is from the poet, a distant Chad-
bourn relative. Guy himself added
Chadbourn to give himself three ini-
tials, like his father. “Book One, Chap-
ter One, Family and Parentage” the au-
tobiography begins. “Guy Whittier
Chadbourn Ross was born in Blue
Earth City, Minnesota to William and
Etta Ross. These were own cousins of
the Chadbourn family, one of the first
families of America.” Excerpts follow.

Guy’s grandfather, Huntress Ross,
the autobiography tells us, “was born
in Shapleigh, Maine, and as a young
man started life as a shoemaker…Then
the family caught the western
fever,…and ‘removed’ to Columbus,
Wisconsin, a wild, unsettled region
….Huntress married Susan Chad-
bourn, who remained his constant
companion through her long and useful
life…William, their last child, was
born in Columbus in 1852. In 1872
William went to seek his fortune…and
landed finally in Blue Earth City, Min-
nesota with the clothes on his back and
a half-dollar in his pocket, all in the
world that he could call his own. He
obtained a position immediately at the
city bank, where his uncle on his moth-
er’s side, Nathaniel Chadbourn, was
president. There young Will worked in
peace of mind and body until Uncle

Nat’s daughter came home from school
at Fox Lake Female Academy in Wis-
consin, and no more peace of mind for
William then!…It is a fact of history
that he courted her, and in 1879 Will
and Etta were married. Etta, like her
husband, was a descendant of the Pil-
grims.* Her father, Nathaniel, was
born in Sanford, Maine, the seventh in
the family of ten children then living.
He married one Susan Trafton.”
[*Though Chadbournes came early to
New England, we have no indication
they were directly related to the
Mayflower Pilgrims].

The autobiography ends abruptly
in the middle of Chapter Three, with
the beginning of Guy’s young adult-
hood—when he is into long trousers.
Appended, however, is a rather de-
tailed genealogy of the Chadbourn,
Ross, Shapleigh, Trafton, Frost,
Haynes, Huntress, and related families
that Guy compiled at the same time.
This was based on information from
his mother Etta and his grandfather
Huntress. An added note gives an inter-
esting sidelight on the names in this
branch of the Chadbourn family
(spelled without the final ‘e’). When
Etta and her two sisters were teenagers
they decided to reverse their names.
The oldest, Ruth Ellen, became Ellen
Ruth and was known as Nell or Nellie.
The youngest, Olive Frances, became
Fannie, and Etta, originally Marietta,
was thenceforth Etta Mary.

When the Memorial Library was
dedicated in 1904, Blue Earth was a
hamlet of perhaps 200 people. No
exact figures are available. Now, a hun-
dred years later, it is a town of 4,000.
Located in southern Minnesota, this
town was named Blue Earth by the In-
dians because the fertile soil was so
black that it almost looked blue. The
nearby larger city of Mankato bears the
Indian name.

As the town of Blue Earth grew in
population, it outgrew the space in the
Memorial Library. In 1985 the materi-
als were moved to a downtown build-
ing. There were plans to tear down the
Memorial Library, and pave the space
as a parking lot for the high school
across the street. Townsfolk voted to
preserve it, and came with mops, pails,
and paint and brushes to clean the
building for use as a museum and
meeting place for town affairs. For the
100th anniversary of the Memorial Li-
brary, celebrations were held in both
the new and old library buildings.

Will was a modest man. Thus, on
the lintel of the building that he gave to
the city are only the words “Memorial
Library.” I visited Blue Earth frequent-
ly when I was growing up, and never
knew of my grandfather’s connection
with the library until Stella Reid Ross,
Will’s second wife, took me there, and
told me something about its history.
Over the circulation desk is a life-size
painting of Etta by a well-known Min-
nesota artist, (Robert Koehler, founder
of the Minneapolis Art Institute) com-
missioned by Will’s brother Charles.
There, for the first time, I met my
grandmother face to face. She is seat-
ed; a book is in her lap.

The Memorial Library building is
now owned by the Fairbault County
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LIBRARY, continued from page 1

See LIBRARY 2, page 9

When the Memorial
Library was dedicated in
1904, Blue Earth was a
hamlet of perhaps 200
people. No exact figures
are available. Now, a
hundred years later, it is
a town of 4,000. 
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Words of advice…

My Youth is departing,
Alas, and alack!

Wonder what I’d do,
If it ever came back?

There’s no way of knowing
What I’d do or say,

For Youth, when it’s gone,
Has departed to stay!

Would I do the same things
I’d done before,

And would I’d be rich,
Or would I be poor?

With Age comes wisdom,
And it is a fact,

In Youth, it’s something,
Sometimes we lack.

So to graceful old Age
I think I’ll retire,

And not to a second
Childhood aspire!

—Dorothy W. Hanson, 
member #151.1+ 

Historical Society, and is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Shortly before the 100th anniversary
the citizens of Blue Earth erected a
large sign in front of the building. It
reads Etta C. Ross Library/Museum,
and tells the history of the building.
Here, for the first time, Will’s name is
officially attached to it.

No Rosses or Chadbourns live in
Blue Earth now. I am Etta’s only de-
scendant. But Will has two grandsons.
They are sons of Charles Huntress
Ross, Guy’s half-brother, the son of
Will and his second wife, Stella Reid
Ross. They live in Minneapolis.

Janet Ross has penned The City
That She Loved, a Reflection from the
Journal of Etta Chadbourn Ross, 1883-
1903. St.Thomas Press. St Paul, MN
1993. In this volume Janet excerpts
her grandmother’s journals that fea-
ture Etta’s impressions of the growing
city of Blue Earth at the turn of the last
century. It is an enjoyable read. Con-
tact Janet for copies: Janet Ross, 4840
Thunderbird Dr. #190, Boulder, CO
80303. 

LIBRARY 2, continued from page 8

T
his is an appeal to help
protect genealogical
records and repositories.
The President’s budget

recommendations for Fiscal year
2006 has given no support for the
National Historical Publications and
Records commission (NHPRC). This
includes no funds for the grants pro-
gram and no staffing allotments. It
effectively eliminates NHPRC.
These are the very repositories we as
genealogists depend upon.

NHPRC is the granting arm of
the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA); they pro-
vide grants to the state and local
archives and historical societies who
save and make available the govern-
ment records and other archival ma-
terials that researchers use. 

The council of State Historical
Records coordinators, the Society of
American Archivists, and the Nation-
al Association for Government
Archivists and Records Administra-
tors are working collaboratively to
address this threat to NHPRC and
NARA. 

Since the alert was posted on
www.savearchives.org the House of
Representatives has responded to the
public and restored some of the need-
ed monies. To insure that funding
survives through the next stages of
the budget process, concerned citi-
zens are encouraged to contact their
Senators. More information can be
found at the website www.save
archives.org.

Thanks. Keep sending in your
family information.

—Ms. Toby Hurley

A message from 
our genealogist . . .

The Maine Breast Cancer Coali-
tion is linked with the National Breast
Cancer Coalition. Among the key con-
tributions is its Support Service Fund.
This fund was created to financially
help needy women with breast cancer,
who fail to meet the income guidelines
for government-sponsored programs.
These services include the cost of
screening and diagnostic services,
treatment-related costs, biopsy fees,
lab/pathology fees, prostheses and
transportation fees.

NEWS, continued from page 3
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J
ust suppose an old man and a
boy go to a field that contain
only a cellar hole. The grandfa-
ther surveys the land, points out

to his grandson what the house looked
like that used to stand there, where the
barn stood, the hay fields and orchards,
the ice house. As he speaks the grand-
son can hardly believe those things
ever stood there, whereas, the grandfa-
ther can hardly believe they are gone.
Were they in vain because they disap-
peared from the face of the earth?
marked now only by the old cemetery
to the far side of the cellar hole? A fam-
ily was born and raised there, all eleven
children—solid as the soil that nour-
ished them, gone now. Was it in vain?

“All gone, aren’t they, Grampa,”
the child says, trying to visualize what
had been described.

“Nothing that matters is gone,”
Grampa responds with a quick tri-
umphant sureness.

Could it be that Grampa knew that
change doesn’t matter to a family
whose spirit goes marching on?

MANY MEMORIALS
This issue of the Pied Cow speaks

of memorials in a variety of ways.
Janet Ross reflected on the memorial
library in honor of her grandmother.
She further memorialized Etta in her
publication of The City that She Loved.
The late Kerry Chadbourne was mem-
orialized in a park named for him. Lau-
rel Chadbourne Bezanson is a living
reminder that life is worth fighting for
and to those facing cancer—they never
walk alone. Whenever you come to a
Mast Road or Spar Way, remember it is
a memorial to the tremendous work our
ancestors did to launch a massive navy
that dominated the world.

Even our genealogist report is an
alert to maintain the funds for preser-
vation and accessibility of crucial data
–the written memorials— associated
with our history as a people. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG CONTINUES
Speaking of memorials, and old

cellar holes in fields, the updated report
of the archaeological dig will be given
at the upcoming reunion. Volunteers
worked in sweltering heat this last Au-
gust further defining the length and
breadth of the Humphrey Chadbourne
Compound. We are grateful for those
who participated, the continued leader-
ship of Dr. Emerson Baker, the work
with OBHS, the support of those who
donated time and money, and the co-
operation of a sympathetic landowner
who chooses to allow this project on
her land. 

The upcoming reunion, scheduled
for October 14-16 will be an interesting
one. Nathan Hazen is sure to be an in-
spiring and informative speaker on
gundalows and ships on the Piscataqua
River. The Reunion Committee is par-
ticularly pleased to host this Saturday
night speaker at Chadbourn’s Restau-
rant in Northwood, NH, about thirty
minutes from Olde Berwick Historical
Society. 

CHADBOURN’S RESTAURANT
Many members will remember

Aaron Chadbourn, who often brought
his portable organ to the early reunions
and entertained attendees who joined
in a sing-along. Aaron used to also play
the organ on Friday nights at his broth-
er Bob’s restaurant, Chadbourn’s. June
11, 1963 was the opening of Chad-
bourn’s Restaurant by Robert L. Chad-
bourn (#767). 

Upon Bob’s retirement the restau-
rant went out of the hands of the fami-
ly for a short time. But in 1997, Bob Jr.
(#946) bought back the family business
and has restored its popularity. And on
Friday evenings clientele can again be
entertained with Bob Jr. playing sing-
along favorites on the organ. Occasion-
ally Chadbourn’s adds an Evening of
Mystery Theatre as part of their dinner
program. Both Bob Sr. and Aaron have
died but fortunately they lived to see
the rejuvenation of their beloved Chad-
bourn’s Restaurant in Northwood. 

Marcus Aurelius said “the universe
is change, our life is what our thoughts
make it.” The question I posed at the
beginning gave a scenario whereby
landscape change had been so com-
plete that surface appearances did not
seem to show anything significant had
ever transpired there. As a family asso-
ciation we know that 1634 is a contin-
uum to 2005 and beyond, and like
Grampa, we can say, “Nothing that re-
ally matters is ever lost.” 

Thankfully, my son returned from
his tour of duty in Iraq. Sadly, many
have not. But I can say with others, that
who they were, and the good they did,
is not lost. Etta Chadbourn Ross may
have died at age 48, but who she was,
is not lost. It is a family’s task to make
sure that there are always living memo-
rials.

—Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne

From the Desk of the Editor…
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virtual monopoly and welded substan-
tial political influence. Through a series
of parliamentary acts, the crown
claimed all pine measuring more than
twenty-four inches at the butt. These
laws were subsequently reinforced sev-
eral times. As a result, colonists were
prohibited from cutting or damaging
trees of this size even on their own
property. Heavy fines were imposed.

Masting operations initially in-
volved locating and marking the pre-
ferred trees. This would have been the
work of a surveyor or deputy of the
crown. A finished mast had to be three
feet high for every inch in diameter. If
a tree measured thirty-six inches at the
butt, they measured thirty-six yards
long. One hundred eight foot length
was the standard size for a seventy-four
gun ship.

Felling was done by axe not saw.
Cutting could be done on any season,
but transporting was preferred after the
ground had frozen. Logging roads were
laid in the fall. Teams assembled at the
logging camps with oxen and built

scoots and sleds to transport these mas-
sive timbers. Masts could weigh as
much as eighteen tons, and were hauled
by as many as one hundred oxen. For
summer transportation, giant wheels,
called galamanders, were used to roll a
mast to a mast-landing.

Once masts arrived at the mast
landing, they were subject to inspection
by the local agent of the crown where
the masts were rafted to the govern-
ment ‘mast house.’ Here local sawyers
used adze and axe to conform the tim-
bers to the required sixteen-sided mast.
The mast agent oversaw this process. 

The finished product would then
be shipped to England for construction
for the Royal Navy vessels. Mast ships
were huge super carriers ranging from
400 to 1000ton burthen. Once at sea,
they were protected and escorted by the
Royal Navy on their trans-Atlantic
voyage. This was how crucial they
were considered.

Resources used included Tate
House, Crown of the Maine Mast
Trade. W.D.Berry and F.W. Peabody.
NSCDA. 1982.

Archaeology Research Report, English
Roots & Genealogical Research Re-
ports. Special Guest will be Ernie
Wood, President of Old Berwick His-
torical Society who will receive our an-
nual donation to the conservation of ar-
tifacts from the Chadbourne Archaeo-
logical Project.

1:00 p.m. Dinner Buffet catered by
The Gateway Family Restaurant fea-
turing: Dinner rolls, salads (garden &
pasta), hot vegetables, meatballs, baked
stuffed chicken, roast beef au jus, cof-
fee/tea and apple crisp. ($14.50) 

2 p.m Nominating committee and
vote of Executive Board Officers for
2005-6. Adjourn by 3:00 p.m. followed
by an Open Executive Board Meeting.

Chad Store will also have the Ster-
ling Silver Spoon replica of the mono-
grammed spoon found at the Dig, as
well as the swan seal reproduction.
Maps, mugs and the new 2004 Geneal-
ogy Supplement will also be available.
Check the website for details.

Please see next page for mail-in
registration form.

Please send registration form to:
Arlene Verity
502 Indian Head Rd.
Hanson, MA 02341

REUNION, continued from page 5 MAST TRADE, continued from page 7



CHADBOURNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL REUNION
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 2005

Friday, Oct. 14, 2005 Early Arrivals Gather
Schooner House Inn/Barn Tavern, 17 Portland Ave., Dover, NH (603-743-3435)
6 p.m. cocktails, 7 p.m. dinner (order off the menu)

Saturday, Oct. 15, 2005
9:00 a.m. Registration Single ($7.50) Couple ($12) Family ($15)

Old Berwick Historical Society
Counting House, South Berwick, ME (catered by Gateway Family Restaurant)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet ………………………………….$8.50
(bacon, sausage, eggs, French toast, pastries, coffee, juice)

10:30 a.m. Various walking or driving tours available (maps and information available at the Counting House) 
or take a trip to historic Portsmouth, Kittery or Dover. Lunch on your own.

Saturday evening, Gather at OBHS by 5 p.m to convoy to Northwood, NH
5:30 p.m. Chadbourn’s Restaurant, Rte 202, Northwood, NH (603-942-5992)

(order from menu, entrees between $7-15 plus tax & gratuity)
7 p.m Guest Speaker, Nathan Hazen

The Gundalow Project and shipping on the Piscataqua River

Sunday, Oct. 16, 2005 
Old Berwick Historical Society, Counting House, South Berwick, ME (catered by Gateway Fam. Restaurant)

9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast…………………………………….$5
10 a.m. General Assembly Meeting
1 p.m Dinner Buffet…………………………………………………$14.50

(rolls, green salad, pasta salad, hot vegetables, meatballs, baked stuffed chicken, roast beef au jus, 
apple crisp, coffee or tea)

3:00 p.m. Adjourn followed by short open Exec. Board Meeting

Registration Form
Send Reservations by October 2 to Arlene Verity, 502 Indian Head Rd., Hanson, MA 02341 T: 781-294-8603 
E: avcwdancer@comcast.net Deposits of 1/3 required. Make checks out to The CFA/Reunion

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________ Telephone: ____________________

___________________________________________________________ Email: _______________________

Registration @ $7.50, $12, or $15 $ ___________
Saturday Breakfast @ $8.50 ea. $ ___________ 
Sunday Breakfast @ $5.00 ea. $ ___________ 
Sunday Dinner Buffet @ $14.50 ea. $ ___________

SUBTOTAL $ ___________
x 33.3% Deposit $ ___________

BALANCE DUE WITH REGISTRATION $ ___________ 


