
T
he Chadbourne Family

Annual Reunion has been

set for Sunday, October 21,

2007 at Spring Hill Banquet

Facilities in South Berwick, Maine.  It

will be a small one-day reunion (9:30

A.M.–3 P.M.), but we anticipate that it

will be a very enjoyable event for all to

attend. We will have an important

update on happenings in South

Berwick this past year as the 13th year

of the Archaeological Dig concluded.

We will have a report from Old

Berwick Historical Society on the

plans and progress of the display cases

needed by the museum for the Chad-

bourne Dig artifacts. We will also hear

about the many ways teachers in the

Berwick area and surrounding commu-

nities have been able to use the find-

ings from the dig as wonderful educa-

tional tools to teach the history of the

area in particular and colonial history

in general.

Five years ago we met for an

evening at Spring Hill Lodge in South

Berwick and thoroughly enjoyed the

atmosphere and fine food. Because we

met only for an evening event in 2002,

few members could enjoy the beautiful

overlook that this daytime reunion will

offer. Spring Hill Lodge is located on

early Chadbourne property where the

earliest maps name the pond as Chad-

bourne’s Pond. For many years now it

has been called Knight’s Pond. With

fall colors reflecting on the pond it will

surely be easy to see how our ancestors

found it a lovely location.

Please to be sure to put October

21st on your calendar and try to attend.
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Reunion set for October 21

Photo: Photos by Wendy Pirsig,
courtesy Old Berwick Historical Society

Pam Ritter with "Lab" visitors, Craig
Brown and daughter, Bonnie.

Reported by Wendy Pirsig

E
nd of September a new

book entitled Place-
names of South Berwick
will be available for sale

at $18. This new book by the Old

Berwick Historical Society is

packed with hundreds of anecdotes,

photos and maps about every part of

South Berwick, including the CFA

marker in Old Fields Burying

Ground, the Humphrey Chadbourne

site, and other Chadbourne points of

interest. Available at the Counting

House Museum and at OBHS lec-

tures, it can also be purchased by

contacting info@obhs.net.

In July at the Counting House

Museum and nearby park along the

river in South Berwick, a “living

history” presentation by a military

re-enactment group demonstrated

life in the late 1600s during the time

Humphrey and Lucy Chadbourne

See NEWS, page 3

News from The Counting House



Officers Elected to serve 2006-8

PRESIDENT: George Langlais, 367 North St., Georgetown, MA
01833 T: 978-352-8559 E: georlang@msn.com

VICE-PRESIDENT/REUNION CHAIR: Arlene Verity, 502 Indian
Head St., Hanson, MA 02341 T: 781-294-8603 E: avcw dancer@
comcast.net

TREASURER/ FINANCE CHAIR: Rick Morgan, 5257 Big Hollow
Rd., Starksboro, VT 05487 T: 802-434-6631 E: rickmorgan @big
hollow.net 

ASST. TREASURER/WEBMASTER/DIGITAL ARCHIVIST: Herbie
Geiler, 17 Green St., Somersworth, NH 03878 T: 603-692-5437
E: herbieg@aol.com

RECORDING SECRETARY & ED/PUB. CHAIR: Howard Kaepplein,
33 Jacobs Gates Rd., Harvard, MA 01451 T: 978-456-3637 E:
kaepplein3637@charter.net

CORPORATION CLERK: Linda Hanscom, 265 Chadbourne Ridge
Rd., N Waterboro, ME 04061 T: 207-247-3123

GENEALOGIST/MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Toby Hurley, 14925 NW
Ridgetop Crt., Beaverton, OR 97006 T: 503-690-1981 
E: tjhurley1@earthlink.net

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: Larry M Chadbourne, 1221 Funstan Ave.,
#202, San Francisco, CA 94122 T: 414-664-3556 E: Lchadbou@
pacbell.net

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: Kent Verity, 502 Indian Head St., Hanson,
MA 02341 T: 781-294-8603 E: kpverity@comcast.net

GENEALOGICAL EDITOR: Deborah L Chadbourne, 22 Alton Crt.
#2, Brookline, MA 02446 T: 617-566-3183 
E: deborahchadbourne@alum.wellesley.edu

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH/ENGLISH ROOTS CHAIR: Ted Chad-
bourne, 50 Stockholm Dr., Cumberland, ME 04021 T: 207-829-
6384 E: TedChad@maine.rr.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Kitty A Chadbourne, 50 Stockholm Dr.,
Cumberland, ME 04021 T: 207-829-6384 E: kitsc@yahoo.com

AUDITOR: Martha Giles, 48 Bramhall St., #1, Portland, ME 04102
T: 207-773-1224 E: mlhwg06@verizon.net

CHAD’S STORE: Howard Kaepplein
CHADBOURNE WEBSITE: www.chadbourne.org
CHADBOURNE/GOODWIN/ONLINE DISCUSSION:

http://www.rootsweb.com
CHADBOURNE ARCHAELOGICAL WEBSITE:

www.salem.mass.edu/~ebaker/chadbourne.htm

OLD BERWICK HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Counting House Museum
PO Box 296, So Berwick, ME 03908 T: 207-384-0000 
Website: http://www.obhs.net

Board of Management meetings set: Place, Counting House, So
Berwick, ME   Time: 1:00 p.m. Sat.–Jan., April, July 
Reunion—October 21, 2007
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M
embership in the CFA is open to all

descendants of William Chad-

bourne, immigrant from England to

the Piscataqua River area in 1634.

Membership is also open to descendants’ spouses or

other interested persons, including those unlinked to

William Chadbourne.

Annual dues, payable in U.S. Currency, are

$15/individual, $20/family, and $100/lifetime one-

time payment. Membership runs from July 1 to June

30. Your mailing label will denote when member-

ship expires. Donations are welcome and can be des-

ignated for research, publications, reunions, conser-

vation dig, or as a memorial.

If you would prefer to receive The Pied Cow in

e-message for, please notify Herbie Geiler. In an ef-

fort to save expense the membership committee has

been actively working with the membership list. If

your dues have expired, there is a grace period of six

months to renew, then you will automatically be

dropped from the active member list. We ask mem-

bers to try to promptly notify us as to address

changes since it is costly to forward mail. We ask

family members to notify us of deaths of members

and any other changes of member status. With

everyone cooperating, our mailings will be more ef-

ficient. Following is a list of members we have lost

current addresses. Please notify us if you know

where they are. Thanks.

Membership

Missing Chads

T
his is a list of returned mail with no

address. If any members can supply

updated addresses for these members,

please send them to Toby Hurley, Herbie

Geiler, or Kitty A. Chadbourne. Thanks.

Lin A Chadbourne,  James Arthur Maxim, Car-

rie L Carvallaro, William F Butterfield, Burton M

Chadbourne, Paul E Chadbourne, Richard G Martin,

Hilda Flanner Olsen, Laurie Quint, David Smith,

Caroline M Viernes



By George F Sanborn, Jr. 
English roots Researcher / CFA
Past-President

M
ost Americans do not

understand the proper

use of crests and coat-

of-arms, not to mention

Scottish tartans (which do not concern

us here, as the Chadbournes were Eng-

lish). It is erroneously presumed by

most people unfamiliar with heraldry

that anyone bearing the same name as

the crest or coat-of-arms has a right to

display and use that crest or coat-of-

arms. This is a false assumption, and

mis-use of these devices is a serious

matter.

In order to be entitled to use or

claim a crest or coat-of-arms, one must

be able to prove that he or she is a de-

and their family would have lived not

far away. Sponsored by the Old

Berwick Historical Society, the day-

long event drew over one hundred peo-

ple to see the presenters as well as ex-

hibits of the Chadbourne dig artifacts

on display in the museum. Members of

Benjamin Church’s Company of the

Snowshoemen, led by Dr. Steven

Eames of North Berwick, showed visi-

tors the challenging life led by settlers

and Indians in this area during King

William’s War, about 1690. The com-

pany presented displays of period

firearm replicas and other equipment,

and staged a firing demonstration

every hour.

EXHIBIT PLANNED
Plans for a new, high-quality, long-

term exhibit at the Counting House on

the Chadbournes and 17th century

Maine life are slowly taking shape, led

by Tad Baker and Tom Johnson, Old

York Historical Society’s curator—

who is also a member of OBHS. Such

an exhibit will be unique in northern

New England and of likely interest to

many people in our region and beyond

who will get to discover the Chad-

bournes’ part, and that of the region, in

the history of the 1600s.

The display in the museum alcove

will include, in addition to some of the

most revealing artifacts from the dig,

replicas of whole objects to show a part

of the Chadbourne home—say the din-

ing area, part of a wall, etc…Rather

than attempting to climate control the

room, the display would show artifacts

in controlled display cases, and the

contributions of the Chadbourne de-

scendants and the CFA have already

put the project on the road to acquiring

these. At this point the type of equip-

ment is still being studied and priced in

the context of the whole project. The

goal is to open the exhibit in 2010,

ahead of the 350th anniversary of the

1664 construction of the Humphrey

Chadbourne house. In addition to the

exhibits, Tad hopes to write two publi-

cations about the dig, the Chadbournes,

and on archaeology and material cul-

ture of Northern New England in 1690.
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Chadbourne Dig

Top left: Dig leader Dr. Emerson “Tad” 
Baker in what is now believed to be part of
a barn structure of the Chadbourne site.

Top right: Rich Fernald and Pam Ritter
show a piece of Delft ceramic thought to
have been part of a chamber pot.

Bottom left: The Delft ceramic came from
the far right corner in this view of the
barn excavation.

Photos: Wendy Pirsig,
courtesy Old Berwick Historical Society

NEWS, continued from page 1

See CRESTS, page 8

On Crests and Coat-of-Arms
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P
ond Road is located off Rte. 4 in South Berwick, 1.4

miles from the town center where the Sarah Orne

Jewett home stands.  There is a Spring Hill sign on

Rte. 4 at the corner of Pond Road and Rte. 4.  Con-

tinue on Pond Road for 1.3 miles to the Spring Hill entrance

on your left.  It is a winding country road, but the drive is

worth it.

SCHEDULE

9:30–10:00 a.m.   

Registration $10   per person

Continental  Breakfast                       $5

10:00–11:30 a.m. 

Chad-Chat with reports by Chairmen  and  commit-

tees. (Finance Committee, Membership, Conserva-

tion and OBHS, Archaeological Dig, Genealogical

Research, English Roots, Archives, Newsletter, Pub-

lishing, Reunion, Educational Outreach) 

Noon

Buffet Lunch $20  per person

Including  soup,  chicken  or  baked haddock, rice,

seasonal fresh vegetables, tossed garden salad, rolls

& butter, light dessert

Speaker:  We will learn how Berwick Academy and

surrounding area schools have developed a curricu-

lum that uses the Chadbourne archaeological dig to

teach history to children in the area.

3:00 p.m.   

Adjourn

Registration needs to be sent to:

Reunion Chair, Arlene Verity by October 10, 2007

Make checks out to The CFA/Reunion. 

Mail to: Arlene Verity

502 Indian Head St.

Hanson, MA 02341  T: 781-294-8603 

E: avcwdancer@comcast.net

The Chadbourne Family Association  
23rd Annual Reunion
Sunday, October 21, 2007

Location: Spring Hill Lodge, 117 Pond Road, 
South Berwick, Maine

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m

LET THE CFA COMPILE
AND PRINT YOUR 

CHADBOURNE 
GENEALOGY

We will extract all of the ancestors in your direct

line from William Chadbourne down to you from

The Chadbourne Family in America: A Genealogy.

Included will be all the historic text for each indi-

vidual as it appears in the 1994 book and 2004 ad-

dendum and later updates in our internal files. We

will then print it on about 10 pages of high quality

paper and insert those pages in a booklet of clear

plastic foils. Your cost will be:

$25.00 (loose pages) or $40.00 (booklet)

Make check payable to The CFA and mail to: 

Herbie Geiler, 17 Green St., Somersworth, 

NH 03878-2518



The 23nd Annual Chadbourne
Family Association Reunion

Sunday, October 21, 2007

OUR REUNION WILL OPEN AT 9:30 A.M. WITH A CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST,
SUNDAY, OCT. 21 

9:30–10:00 a.m. Registration: $10 per person
Continental Breakfast: $5 

10:00–11:30 a.m. Chad-Chat with reports by Chairmen  and  committees. (Finance Committee, Membership,
Conservation and OBHS, Archaeological Dig, Genealogical Research, English Roots,
Archives, Newsletter, Publishing, Reunion, Educational Outreach) 

Noon $20 per person
Buffet lunch, including: soup,  chicken  or  baked haddock, rice, seasonal fresh vegeta-
bles, tossed garden salad, rolls & butter, light dessert

Speaker, We will learn how Berwick Academy and surrounding area schools have de-
veloped a curriculum that uses the Chadbourne archaeological dig to teach history to chil-
dren in the area.

3:00 p.m. Adjourn

DIRECTIONS ON THE BACK

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFoorrmm
Send Reservations by October 10 to Arlene Verity, 502 Indian Head St., Hanson, MA 02341 T: 781-294-8603 
E: avcwdancer@comcast.net. Make checks out to The CFA/Reunion

Name:
_______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________ Telephone: ___________
Email: _______________________

Registration @ $10 ea. $ ___________
Continental Breakfast @ $5 ea. $ ___________
Buffet @ $20 ea. $ ___________

BALANCE DUE WITH REGISTRATION $ ___________ 



DIRECTIONS TO 

SPRING HILL LODGE

SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE

Pond Road is located off Rte. 4 in South Berwick, 1.4 miles from the town center where the
Sarah Orne Jewett home stands. There is a Spring Hill sign on Rte. 4 at the corner of Pond
Road and Rte. 4. Continue on Pond Road for 1.3 miles to the Spring Hill entrance on your
left. It is a winding country road, but the drive is worth it.

Please send registration form to:
Arlene Verity
502 Indian Head St.
Hanson, MA 02341



T
raditionally Americans

think school sessions will

resume each September.

Historically Chadbournes

have been strong supporters of educa-

tion from colonial days. Berwick Acad-

emy located on Academy Hill in South

Berwick was built on land donated by

Judge Benjamin Chadbourne and

boasts that it is the longest continually

running academy in Maine, having

been established in 1791. The original

school building can still be seen on the

campus. 

Research of early Berwick Town

Records and deeds reveal Chadbournes

were among the literate of their day,

both the men and women. Artifacts un-

covered at the archaeological dig with

the swan seal used to secure hand writ-

ten letters reinforced those facts. Evi-

dence of Quakers in their midst would

also indicate a more literate populous,

since Quakers were strong advocates

of equal education for women as for

men. 

The one-room schoolhouse re-

mained a common sight in Maine until

the mid twentieth century. Historical

societies throughout Maine have been

trying to preserve the few that still exist

in their villages. Waterborough recent-

ly moved the Deering Ridge School

House, built in 1817 to the Waterbor-

ough Historical Society complex near

Little Ossippee Pond for preservation.

It was last used as a school in 1916. 

The one-room school had many

benefits for the various students who

attended. Generally there would be

from 18 to 40 students, all sharing the

same room, covering from first to

eighth grades. Little children would sit

towards the front of the room with the

older, bigger students located further

back. One or two walls were devoted to

chalk boards from which lessons were

transcribed by the students into their

copy-books or personal blackboards.

Because older students often missed

much school to help their families with

farm work the benefit of seeing the

younger students’ work on the black-

boards served as a healthy review for

older students. The other bonus of a

shared room was that younger, quick

students would be given a preview of

their next semester’s workload, and

many would progress more rapidly.  

Each community generally had it’s

own village school. Often a wealthy

landowner donated the land for the

school building, each neighbor con-

tributed the lumber to build the struc-

ture, and the entire village worked on

behalf of the school. Often Town

Records would show how citizens paid

their taxes by providing firewood or

other necessities for their local school. 

In rural areas older boys were

given the responsibility to arrive early,

split and stack logs and start the wood

stove to warm the classroom. Older

children were also given the responsi-

bility to carry water from a nearby

stream or well to provide sufficient

fresh water for the school. My eighty-

one year old father recollected how in

the spring of the year he realized the

trout were running in the stream where

he was to get water for the school-

house. The next day, upon arriving at

Beaver Brook Stream, he deftly

dropped a baited fish line he had hid-

den in his pocket. In about the same

time it took to fill the five- gallon pails

for the school, he also pulled out a few

fish. Wrapping the fish in an old news-

paper, he carefully hid them in the

shade under a bush for later retrieval

when he went home. As he recalled his

mother never asked how he came home

from school with fish for supper, nor

was the teacher anything but pleased

with this industrious student who was

always ready to supply the younger

children with fresh water! 

I hope as the traditional scenes

occur that we all might take the time to

write down our own childhood recol-

lections of what life was like when we

were our children or grand children’s

age so that this emerging generation of

Chadbourne’s will be nurtured by that

perspective. Admittedly, children may

not always be ready to listen to these

stories; but if you write them down,

sometime they may want to read them.

By Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne, Editor
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From the Desk of the Editor…

Visit our website at 

www.CHADBOURNE.org
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scendant, in direct line, from an indi-

vidual to said crest or coat-of-arms was

granted. Descendants of his brother,

uncle, first cousin, or other persons

bearing the same name, are not, under

any circumstances, eligible.

There is a very attractive Chadborn

crest and coat-of-arms, but no evidence

that we have any right to use them.

[The crest shows a raised griffin in

bold green with a shield.] 

The College of Heralds in England

will make a search, for a fee, to see

whether such records exist regarding

immigrants to our shores, but they

must have fairly full data respecting the

immigrant, his place of origin in Eng-

land, and one or two generations of his

English ancestry. People to whom the

crests and arms were granted, for loy-

alty and service or through influence,

were required to file pedigrees, which

usually cover some five generations in

the male lines. If these are recorded,

they are of great genealogical interest.

However, they may not be infallible,

and caution in their use is advised.

Many bogus claims to crest and

arms have been made, but these should

not be confused with the comparative-

ly rare, but legal and possible, practice

of paying to have crests and arms cre-

ated, granted, and registered! For a fee,

one may pay the College of Heralds to

design and bestow a crest of arms on

the payer! Who says that only Ameri-

cans are enterprising? !

Editor’s note: George Sanborn wrote
this piece in 1983 in our first issue of
The Pied Cow, and the facts still re-
main the same today. Though many

generations of Chadbournes have been
documented here in America, the gen-
erations that preceded us back in Eng-
land are still ill-defined. Progress has
been made, but not enough for us to
claim entitlement to use a crest or coat-
of-arms. When the archaeological dig
first uncovered the swan seal, we were
asked if that might be our crest; and we
had to acknowledge again that the
Chadbournes in America had no coat-
of-arms or crest. Had Humphrey
Chadbourne felt entitled to use the
Chadborn crest from England, given
his wealth and standing it is reason-
able to presume he would have used it.
Instead he used the Swan Seal, which
was an indiscriminate, though beauti-
ful wax seal. Replicas can be pur-
chased through Chad’s Store by con-
tacting Howard Kaepplein. 

CRESTS, continued from page 3

CHADBOURNE FAMILY NEWSLETTER
50 STOCKHOLM DR
CUMBERLAND CENTER, ME 04021

FORWARDING ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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