
By Deborah L Chadbourne

W
e have made a great

deal of progress lately

on carrying forward

our female lines of

descent. Resources newly available

through Ancestry.com have greatly

facilitated my efforts on this front. Her-

bie Geiler’s extensive research into

Spencers and Goodwins has now been

incorporated into the Chadbourne

genealogy. Occasionally, someone

Googling for genealogical information

has found a name in the index to the

1994 book (posted on Chadbourne.

com), contacted Herbie as a result, and

ended up contributing more informa-

tion on their line. I have also done

some work on recording other Chads,

Shads and Chats in this country who

may or may not be related to us.

My primary sources through An-

cestry.com have been original images

of: 

• census records from 1850 (the first

year that names of all members of

households were given rather than

only heads of household) through

1930 (the most recent census made

public)

• WWI and WWII Draft Registra-

tion Cards 

• newspaper obituaries, although

mostly only available for 2003 for-

ward, and

• passport applications through 1925

(most recently).

Those of you who choose to order

the new 2008 CD-ROM have the op-

tion of paying an additional fee to have
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The search for female lines of descent

Esther (Packard) Chadbourn and
children, 1923, passport photo

R
eunion speaker Peter

Lassey teaches American

History at Berwick

Academy, and made

extensive use of Chadbourne histo-

ry found at Old Berwick Historical

Society, to excite his students about

local history. Lassey grew up in

New Hampshire and became inter-

ested in history after speaking to his

father about their family history and

visiting national parks.

Lassey uses local history to

connect his students to their own

communities and their own history.

His Masters’ thesis focused on the

interaction of Native American and

colonists. He designed a three-week

curriculum on the two cultures—

the myths and truths. 

Utilizing as textbooks Chad-

bourne artifacts from OBHS —- the

ring and gouge; trace evidence—-

the Sagamore Rowles’ deed to

Humphrey Chadbourne and writ-

ings on Indian raids by Rev. Cotton

Mather; Dr. Baker’s DVD on the

See ARTIFACTS, page 2

See FEMALE, page 3

Chadbourne artifacts used at Berwick Academy
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M
embership in the CFA is open to all

descendants of William Chadbourne,

immigrant from England to Pis-

cataqua River area in 1634. Member-

ship is also open to descendants' spouses or other

interested persons, including those unlinked to

William Chadbourne.

Annual dues, payable in U.S. Currency, are

$15/individual, $20/family, and $100/lifetime—one

time payment. Membership runs from July 1 to June

30. Your mailing label will denote when member-

ship expires. Donations are welcome and can be des-

ignated for research, publications, reunions, conser-

vation dig, or as a memorial.

If you would prefer to receive The Pied Cow in

e-message form, please notify Herbie Geiler.

Membership

Missing Chads

W
e have lost addresses for the fol-

lowing members. If anyone knows

an address to reach these members,

please contact Toby, Herbie or

Kitty. Thanks.

James A. & Dorothea Maxim, Carrie L. Caval-

laro, Richard G. & Alice Martin, Hilda Flanner

Olsen, Laurie Quint, David Smith, Caroline M. &

John Viernes

dig and the Piscataqua map of 1670, Peter Lassey brought

local history alive. His lessons demonstrated how the two

cultures either co-existed or conflicted as he encouraged

students to use critical thinking skills.

He considered the map especially vital since it showed

settlement patterns, local geography and approached the

Piscataqua area as a region without current boundaries.

Lassey plans to teach a Senior Survey Course of local his-

tory that focuses on South Berwick history as a model for

students to go to their own home communities and discov-

er how each town’s past has shaped its present.

—reported by Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne

ARTIFACTS, continued from page 1



a collection of such personalized im-

ages associated with your direct lines

included on your disc.

TRANSCRIBED SOURCES INCLUDE:
• birth, marriage, death, and divorce

indices for some states (especially

Minnesota, Texas and California,

and Maine only for marriages

1892-1996)

• US Veterans’ Gravesites (which

sometimes gives spousal informa-

tion)

• Social Security Death Index, and

• US Public Records Index, which

offers clues about possible spouses

and children of those still living or

recently deceased.

The passport applications have

been treasure troves, since they often

include photographs, signatures, and

sometimes affidavits by family mem-

bers. While the image quality is not

ideal, the photos are still sometimes

charming. The group photo shown here

of Esther (Packard) Chadbourn and her

children, the family of #672 adventurer

Philip Hemenway Chadbourn, is ex-

tracted from Esther’s 1923 passport ap-

plication. A fascinating note between

State Department officials, accompa-

nying the 1921 passport application of

Emily (Crane) Chadbourne, wife of

#454 Thomas Lincoln Chadbourne,

questions whether to approve her ap-

plication despite her association with

Taraknath Das and refers to her state-

ment that she did not know that Das

was “endeavoring to foment a revolu-

tion in India.” 

Those daughters who made the

poor choice of marrying men named

Smith or Jones have, of course, com-

plicated efforts to trace their descen-

dants. Those who took in elderly par-

ents or spinster aunts and sisters have

been most helpful. Another useful

nugget is the 1925 Iowa state census,

which gives full names of both parents

of the person listed, as well as where

they were born and married.

Occasionally I uncover interesting

brushes with fame and/or notoriety.

Poet Edna St. Vincent Millay turns out

to be a Patience2 descendant, daughter

of Henry Tolman and Cora LuennaC10

(Buzzell) Millay (HelenC9 EMERY,

JonasC8 GeorgeC7 DanielC6 ElizabethC5

CHICK, RichardC4 ElizabethC3 SPEN-

CER). Apparently Martha Holway9

(Chadbourne) Brown took in her friend

Martha “Mamah” (Borthwick) Cheney,

the woman for whom Frank Lloyd

Wright left his first wife, when Mrs

Cheney left her first husband for

Wright. A New York Times article from

the 20th of August 1908 reported that

the aforementioned Emily (Crane)

Chadbourne, an internationally known

collector of art, smuggled artworks into

the US for her friend Isabella Stewart

Gardner.

The research can sometimes be

amusing, such as when people seem to

gain only 7 or 8 years of age with each

decade that passes, or when the age

seems to alter at marriage to come clos-

er to the age of the spouse. One ex-

treme example of premature aging is

#481A Allen Wright9 Chadbourne,

who seems to have begun aging more

quickly than the rest of us once he

reached middle age: he was listed as

age 50 in 1900, 64 in 1910, 77 in 1920,

and 88 by 1930.

A hearty later immigrant was

Judge Jonas Wellington Chatburn. The

History of Shelby County, Iowa relates

that Jonas’ wife Mary was a Mormon,

and they started west toward Utah; but

along the way, when Mary “learned

that polygamy was in vogue in Utah,

she refused to proceed further.” This

book also tells us that:

“The first corn Judge Chatburn

planted in Harrison County he carried

from Kainsville on his back; as the wa-

ters were very high in the streams he

could not take his team, so he started

on foot after seed corn, a trip of seven-

ty-five miles. He bought one-half

bushel, paying $1.50 for it, and carried

it on his back thirty-seven miles. He

waded water for miles south of where

Missouri Valley is located, and the

water was half-leg deep where the city

of Missouri Valley is now located.”

I guess we have things easy today!
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FEMALE, continued from page 1

S
ince the production of The

Chadbourne Family Genealo-

gy CD-ROM in 2000, Debo-

rah Chadbourne has been

constantly correcting and updating the

complete files on her computer. These

corrections and additions have come

from many CFA members and others,

who have provided their family data to

Deborah. As part of this progress, a

decision was made to expand and

include many female lines, which had

been limited to the first five genera-

tions in the book and 2000 version of

the CD-ROM. Some of our members

are four or five generations removed

from a Chadbourne ancestor. When

their line was added, the result was the

addition of several new family sur-

names.

2008 Edition CD-ROM Available

See CD-ROM, page 4
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Reunion report, October 21, 2007

T
wenty-two Chads gathered at

Spring Hill Banquet Facili-

ties on October 21, 2007.

The meeting was called to

order by President George Langlais.

Minutes of 2006 annual meeting were

accepted as printed in The Pied Cow.

Rick Morgan, treasurer, submitted a

report for fiscal year ending June 30

(previously audited by Martha Giles).

The reports were accepted to be filed. 

Discussion followed regarding the

CFA’s Financial condition. Rick Mor-

gan and Kent Verity observed that our

cash position was tight—that our major

financial assets were our inventory of

CD-ROMs, books, and maps and that

the rate these are being converted to

cash is not sufficient to support all of

our activities. It was agreed that we

may not be able to continue our annual

contribution to the Old Berwick His-

torical Society in support of the dig and

dig-related activities.

Herbie Geiler read Toby Hurley’s

membership report, which was accept-

ed as read. Membership now stands at

328 members including 7 members

outside the United States. We have 181

Life members and also send to 37 li-

braries or historical societies. Because

of the rising cost of postage it is critical

that members notify us of any change

of address and renew their membership

annually. Reminders were given that

dues expiration dates are listed on the

newsletter label.

Ted Chadbourne discussed his ac-

tivities as chair of the Genealogical Re-

search/English Roots committee. He

has acquired the text of Thomas Chad-

bourne’s will in England. He is in con-

tact with two people in England who

are interested in pursuing Chadbourne

research.

Herbie Geiler read Toby Hurley’s

Genealogy Report. Deb Chadbourne

continues work on expanding the

Chadbourne genealogical files, primar-

ily through expansion of female lines.

Herbie and Toby Hurley continue to re-

spond to inquiries that come in through

the website and other correspondence.

Toby continues to urge members to no-

tify her of any changes in their fami-

lies; births, deaths, marriages, divorces,

and any new data that could be incor-

porated into the family story.

The Nominating Committee Re-

port was read. All incumbent officers

and chairpersons were nominated for

another one-year term. Further nomi-

nations were requested from the floor,

but there were none. All incumbents

were thus elected for another term by

unanimous vote.

George Langlais described this

year’s progress on the Chadbourne dig

and also plans of the Old Berwick His-

torical Society to create a greatly im-

proved and expanded exhibit of the dig

and its artifacts. They are making good

progress in their fund-raising efforts to-

ward this expansion.

Business meeting ended for lunch

break . After lunch, guest speaker Peter

Lassey joined us followed by question

and answer session with speaker and

Board members. Adjourned at 3:00

p.m.

—Submitted by Howard Kaepplein,
Secretary

The Chadbourne Family Association  
23rd Annual Reunion

In addition we have obtained ex-

tensive genealogies of the Spencer and

Goodwin families, both of whom had

been included in our 2000 version, but

limited to a few generations. These two

family lines alone amounted to nearly

10,000 new names to our files. Finally,

Deborah has done extensive research

to add Chatbo(u)rn(e)s and Shatburns

who may have descended from our

original William Chadbourne. In total,

over 15,000 names have been added to

the 2000 version.

All of the features of the 2000 edi-

tion are retained, including all the is-

sues of The Pied Cow since its incep-

tion. The first thirty-four editions are

searchable for a name or place, using

the same search engine as the genealo-

gy file. Photographs of early Chad-

bournes are also included, as they were

in the book and in the 2000 version

CD-ROM.

For CFA members who bought the

2000 version CD-ROM, you can get

the 2008 version for just $15 plus $3

for shipping. Non-members who own

the 2000 version will pay $25 plus $3

shipping. CFA members who have not

bought the 2000 version will pay $35,

$45 for non-members.

Make check payable to The CFA

and send to Deborah Chadbourne, PO

Box 201, Strong, ME 04983-0201.

—reported by Howard Kaepplein, 
Ed. Pub. Chair

CD-ROM, continued from page 3
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Archaeological Dig 
of 2007…

T
he purpose of the 2007 archaeological dig of the

Humphrey Chadbourne homesite was to clarify

structure 4, thought to be a barn, and to define the

palisade. George Langlais reviewed the findings

as he reported to the membership. Structure 1 was the main

house with dimensions of 28’ x 40’ including a back lean-to

possibly for wood storage. Structure 2 was likely to have

been a dairy since many dairy implements were found there.

Structure 3 was the most incomplete and thought to have

been perhaps the earliest house on the property. Structure 4

was thought to most likely be the barn.

Palisades can be defined as a fence comprised of pales

or stakes set firmly in the ground close together for defense.

The palisade uncovered by the dig indicated a large defen-

sive wall that surrounded the compound. This was not a

small fenced area to keep animals away from a vegetable

garden. 

Phase 1 of the dig went through the first 14” of sand to

locate the clay area beneath. In the heat of the August sun, it

is well to remember that clay soil when exposed to intense

sun bakes as hard as cement; hence, a challenge for those

who are laboring to dig through the layers. The volunteers

worked strenuously uncovering on an average of a foot a

day, ultimately going down five feet. Artifacts uncovered in-

cluded glass, clay pipes and more Aucilla polychrome ware

from Mexico. This would have indicated trading with Spain

(which in 1660 would have been considered illegal for a

British subject). As mentioned in last year’s report this is

very significant because it is the first known discovery of

Spanish colonial ware on a site in the northeast. The Pal-

isade was proving to be both big and deep—definitely con-

structed for defensive purposes.

After four days of digging, attaining 48” in depth, the

weather changed and steady rains followed. But just as the

rains fell, it was discovered what appeared to be the back

edge of the palisade and uncovered burnt boards. More pal-

isade posts were found leading from the back corner of the

main house to Structure 3. Some palisade posts went as deep

as five feet.

Structure 4 appeared to be the barn, an earth-fast con-

struction. The corner post was located and it was designed

with sills on the ground and a lower dirt cellar—possibly to

muck out the animals. Slag was found in this area left from

Cash $ 5,266.60

Money Market Funds - American Century at 2.25% 4,288.64

Inventories, at cost 11,801.42

Total Current Assets 21,356.66$

TOTAL LIABILITIES - Prepaid dues 645.00$

RESERVE - Principally for losses on CD ROM sales 5,999.79

FUND BALANCES

Restricted Funds - English Roots, Publication & Memorials 876.52

Designated Funds - Life Memberships, 175 @ $50 8,800.00

Future Major Reunions 1,800.00

Unrestricted / Undesignated Fund 3,235.35

Total Funds Balances, June 30, 2005 14,711.87

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES 21,356.66$

INCOME

Dues, including life membership of $500.00 1,532.00$

CD ROM Sales, net of costs and reserve for losses 390.00

Other Product Sales - Net of costs 477.50

Shipping charges 62.60

Donations - Restricted 60.00

Donations - Unrestricted 315.00

Interest 173.31

Total Income 3,010.41$

EXPENSES

Annual Reunion - Net of income 52.60$

Pied Cow 2,678.27

Postage and office 196.25

Donation to Old Berwick Historical Society 500.00

Other: Inventory adjustments 536.16

Total Expenses 3,963.28

NET INCREASE IN NET ASSETS (952.87)$

Receipts

2006 Reunion 618.30$

CD ROM 499.76

Other Product Sales 761.75

Shipping Charges 62.60

Donations 375.00

Dues, including life membership of $500.00 1,532.00

Interest 173.31

Total receipts 4,022.72$

Disbursements

Donations - Old Berwick Historical Society 500.00$

Pied Cow 2,678.27

Reunion 670.90

Product Purchases 359.55

Inventory Adjustments (263.24)
All other 196.25

Total Disbursements 4,141.73$

Net Disbursements (119.01)$

Cash and cash equivalents - beginning of year 9,674.25$

Cash and cash equivalents - end of year 9,555.24$

I have prepared the above financial statements of the Chadbourne

Family Association as of and for the year ended June 30, 2007 in accordance
with generally accepted accounting principles. Rick Morgan, CPA,

I reviewed the above documents and compared them with the support-

ing data found in the General Ledger, Adjusted Trial Balance, Inventory Valuation

Summary, Adjusting Journal Entries, and additional background financial records.

I find that all information is in compliance with generally accepted accounting

practices and principles. Martha G. Giles, AUDITOR, August 21, 2007

Chadbourne Family Association

Condensed Financial Statements

As of and for the year ended June 30, 2007

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL CONDITION

TREASURER'S REPORT

July 9, 2007

AUDITOR'S REPORT

NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES, RESERVES & FUND BALANCES

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

See DIG, page 8
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Seal and text of Colonial Maine used
by permission from A Coloring Book of
the 13 Colonies by Bellerophon Books,
PO Box 21307, Santa Barbara, CA
93121. copyright 1999. Text by Henry
Knill, Drawings by N. Crooke. 

MAINE
The Anchor and Codfish

Seal
1661 and 1753

M
aine, in 1661, began to

be recognized as a part

of the Province of Mass-

achusetts Bay. Plymouth

had, by the Kennebec Patent to

William Bradford, nearly all the land in

Maine of any value at that time. Ply-

mouth sold its land there in 1661 to

Edward Tyng, Antipas Boyes, Thomas

Brattle, and John Winslow. The new

owners took the anchor and codfish for

their emblem, along with the motto:

NEC FRUSTRA DEDIT REX — the

king did not give it in vain.

The Plymouth Company had about

thirty members, some of the most im-

portant men of the Province of Massa-

chusetts Bay. In 1753 they voted to

have a common seal, to be made by

Thomas Johnson, the eminent engraver

of Boston. They now used the anchor

and codfish emblem and the motto of

1661.

From the beginning the codfish

had been an important emblem in New

England. When America was discov-

ered, most of Europe and England were

Catholic, and fish was eaten much of

the time. The codfisheries provided

rich harvests and became the major in-

dustry of New England. In the old State

House in Boston, which burned down

in 1749, a codfish hung in the legisla-

tion hall. The codfish also appeared on

bills of credit and on court seals. An In-

dian chief of the Seneca once declared

that the codfish was truly the emblem

of justice, since it bore scales.

The Children’s Corner



T
he OBHS display set to open

2010 and run until 2014 to

coincide with the 350th

anniversary of the 1664 con-

struction of the Humphrey Chadbourne

home is sure to be a source of reflec-

tion, insight and possibly inspiration.

To examine life as it was lived 350

years ago is both rare and wonderful,

especially since we, as Chadbournes,

can more personally identify with

those who crafted and used those items

that will be on display.

Peter Lassey’s goal to excite stu-

dents to discover their own family and

community history by using the Chad-

bournes of South Berwick’s history as

a model is laudable. With a variety of

primary and secondary sources, Lassey

is expecting students to hone critical

thinking skills to draw conclusions

based on evidence and not merely ac-

cept conclusions published in text-

books that may have their own biases.

Contrasting the friendly 1640 deed of

Humphrey Chadbourne and Chief

Rowles with Rev. Mather’s accounts

fifty years later of atrocities, serious

students are sure to gain greater under-

standing of our shared past.

Last November, Scarborough at
350 was published. I contributed over

one third of the volume. It is a history

of my home town of Scarborough,

Maine and coincides with the 350 year

anniversary of Scarborough’s incorpo-

ration. Scarborough was settled in the

early 1600s and early proprietors in-

cluded Henry Jocelyn and Thomas

Cammock, who first came to Berwick

as John Mason’s agents. There are two

distinct strengths of the Scarborough

history. The first is the inclusion of re-

flective memoirs from some older citi-

zens who grew up prior to WWII. The

second is the chronicling of area, re-

gional and world events that directly

impacted the development of the town.

The ultimate result was a volume both

readable and informative.

I often quote Charles Thornton

Libby, Portland attorney and historian

of the last century, in explaining the

value of studying history. When asked

why he studied history, his reply was

that “of all the people who come to my

office seeking my help, the ones who

have a sense of their own family histo-

ry are most likely to behave in a man-

ner that is thoughtful about the future

and careful of the present. The ones

who do not know or care for their fam-

ily history are most likely to be careless

about the present and thoughtless about

the future.” Surely our present time re-

quires thoughtful, careful actions.

Currently we are faced with some

critical electoral decisions that will af-

fect the governance of our towns, states

and nation for the next few years. This

was not an option available to our colo-

nial ancestors. In the 1600s colonists

were three months to two years before

they were informed of major power

shifts in London that left them vulnera-

ble or faced with critical mandates they

had no voice in deciding. Such is not

the case today. Yet we, like they, criti-

cally feel the decisions made in Wash-

ington or our state capitals. It behooves

us to be part of the decision-making

process at local town meetings, prima-

ry elections and November elections.

It has been thrilling to see citizens

of emerging countries proudly display

their ink stained fingers, announcing to

the world that they had voted. I often

wondered if more electoral response

might be generated in America if

names of truant voters were published

like those who passed bad checks. We

all might feel we have good cause to be

disenchanted with the electoral

process. But one of the beauties of

studying history and staying informed

about current events is to more easily

have the resources to maintain a sense

of balance about world events. When I

consider what it must have been like

for our Chadbourne ancestors to have

discovered their king had been behead-

ed two years earlier and that their local

Anglican Church was now considered

illegal by Puritan Cromwell—and that

colonists had no recourse because they

had no vote— I think the chaos would

have been considerable. Then when I

turn on international news and see ink-

stained fingers along with toothless,

but happy smiles of peasants far away

who now feel part of the governing

process, I conclude, like C T Libby that

to gain an awareness and respect for

our own history always nudges us to be

responsible and become part of the

process.

—Kitty Ahlquist Chadbourne, Editor
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a blacksmith shop that would have

been located about fifty feet down hill

from the barn. 

Some would define this time as the

beginning and not the end of the ar-

chaeological dig of the Chadbourne

Homesite. Dr. Emerson “Tad” Baker

has temporarily suspended field-work

of the dig for at least the 2008 season to

focus on the examination of the

50,000+ artifacts; therefore, lab work

continues. It was reported that Dr.

Baker will determine from the artifacts

the furnishings of the household. He

will use a computer program to build

an artist’s representation of the Chad-

bourne compound. The goal is that the

Old Berwick Historical Society will

use the first floor of the Counting

House Museum to devote to the Chad-

bourne dig for a period of four years

from 2010 to 2014. The Historical So-

ciety has an ambitious plan to create

conservatory displays to use this as a

great educational opportunity. 

The exhibit will be unique for

northern New England in the manner

that will show forth not only the arti-

facts from the Chadbourne dig, but also

the significant community that existed

in the 17th century. This long-term dis-

play at OBHS will include replicas of

whole objects to show part of the

Chadbourne home –such as, a replicat-

ed part of a wall of the parlor or dining

room. These partial rooms will be set

up in climate-controlled display cases.

The goal is to open the exhibit 2010,

ahead of the 350th anniversary of the

1664 construction of the Humphrey

Chadbourne house. 

Tad is writing two books during

this time period. The first book will

concentrate on the Chadbourne dig it-

self, archaeology and the material cul-

ture of Northern New England in 1690.

The second book will deal with four

areas, including the Chadbourne site,

that were all destroyed by fire in the

same Indian raid. 

Any members wishing to donate

towards the Old Berwick Historical

Society efforts to conserve and display

the Chadbourne artifacts may send do-

nations to OBHS, PO Box 296, So

Berwick, ME 03908. This would be a

tax-deductible gift and can be made in

memory or honor of a loved one. Mark

in the memo that it is for the Chad-

bourne conservation/display. 

—reported by George Langlais, 
President

DIG, continued from page 5
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